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T. N. McMullan 


For two years prior to my becoming 
President of the Association, I had the 
privilege of serving on the Board. I heard 
the complaint that most of the work had to 
be accomplished before the new officers took 
office officially. I¢ zs still true. 


The new Board assumed office on July 1st 
and met twice during the summer, but many 
of our members could not be contacted 
because of travel and vacations. Some plans 
and decisions must be made and reached 
before September. So the problem continues. 


The Executive Board was called together 
for the purpose of approving committees. 
We considered: 1. Standing Committees, 
2. Special Committees, and 3. Convention 
Committees. 


There were thirty-five members added to 
Standing Committees to replace those whose 
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terms had expired. All have been contacted 
and we sincerely need your helpful sugges- 
tions and cooperation. The officers and the 
Association can do a better job if members 
of these committees are acquainted with their 
duties and responsibilities. 


It was agreed that the Special Commit- 
tees should be continued in each case with 
the same able personnel. There are five of 
these committees and all are working. Dr. 
Eugene Watson’s committee, “Interlibrary 
Loan for Louisiana Libraries” is a new one 
appointed by Becky Skau last spring. These 
committees are listed in this issue of the 
Bulletin. 


Miss Inez Boone, Librarian of Shreve 
Memorial Library, is Convention chairman. 
She was present at the August 17th meet- 
ing and her committees were approved. 
Work was actually begun during August for 
the convention. It will be held at the Wash- 
ington-Youree Hotel in Shreveport, March 
20-22, 1958. It just happens that National 
Library Week is announced as March 16-22, 
1958 and the theme for this activity is Wake 
Up and Read! 


The Program chairman is Dr. Shirley K. 
Stephenson. Her committee will consist of 
section chairmen, Dr. Sidney Smith and the 
President. 


The Articles of Incorporation and of the 
By-Laws have been filed. The Secretary of 
State has issued the Association a charter 
and we are in business. We have also filed 
the tax exemption application. Mrs. Han- 
chey’s Scholarship Committee may now go 
to work. The Scholarship should be a real- 
ity in the near future. 


The Executive Board had an opportunity 
to take a quick look at the new L.S.U. Li- 
brary. They seemed to all approve it and 
were glad to know that the building is on 
schedule. 
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President's Report 


JANUARY - JUNE, 


1957 


By DorotHuy B. SKAU 


This report to the membership represents 
a six months’ term of office ending June 
30, 1957. 

Executive Board meetings were held in 
Alexandria on December 1, 1956 (a joint 
meeting of the 1956 and 1957 boards called 
by 1956 president, Ruth Clark Reedy) ; in 
New Orleans, on Wednesday evening, 
March 6, 1957, and on Thursday morning, 
March 7 with the Advisory Council; also in 
Baton Rouge on June 15, a joint meeting 
with the 1957/58 board. Transactions of 
the first three meetings have already ap- 
peared in the LLA Bulletin (Vol. 20, Nos. 
1 and 2, Winter and Spring 1957). 

Committees for 1957 were ready to func- 
tion on January Ist. In the late fall con- 
firmations of the continuing appointments 
were made, and approval of new personnel 
was secured from the Board so that the 
selection and appointment of this group was 
also completed by the end of the year. 

Progress reports were obtained from the 
committee chairmen before the convention 
and final reports were requested for June 15. 

Auditing Committee members examined 
the accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer 
and found them in order. The balance in 
the checking account was $1,843.69, of 
which $976.74 is in the general fund and 
$866.95 belongs to the sections. Total assets 
of the association are $7,282.33. 

Recommendations of the Adult Education 
Committee were referred to the Constitu- 
tion, By-Laws and Manual Committee. The 
proposed functions of the committee were 
outlined in the Summer Bulletin (p. 135). 

Constitution, By-Laws and Manual com- 
mittee work was carried on largely through 
correspondence but members met several 
times during the course of the spring con- 
vention. The outstanding achievement was 
the acceptance by the association of the 
recommendation that LLA be incorporated 
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as a non-profit organization under the laws 
of the State of Louisiana. Details of the 
Association’s business session have already 
been published (Bulletin, Spring 1957). 

Federal Relations Committee activities in- 
cluded efforts to arouse librarian and citizen 
interest in the Library Services Act and to 
gain support for an adequate appropriation 
to implement the Act. This was accom- 
plished by letters (three mailings) to li- 
brarians and citizens, urging them to con- 
tact their Congressmen and wires to the 
full Congressional delegation from Louisi- 
ana. The committee chairman wrote per- 
sonal letters to Louisiana Congressmen, at- 
tended a meeting of State Coordinates at 
all the ALA Midwinter conference and con- 
tinued to serve as a member of the ALA 
Coordinating Committee for the Library 
Service Act. 

The Intellectual Freedom committee met 
on March 7 to discuss its functions with 
special reference to finding ways and means 
to increase efficiency. It was pointed out 
that in many cases a time lag between the 
infringement and action by the Association 
would render such action ineffectual. 

Legislation decided to postpone possible 
action on regulations for State Documents 
and engaged in no other project in the six- 
month period covered here. 

The Louisiana Literary Award Committee 
announced that the 1956 winner was Allan 
P. Sindler, for his Huwey Long's Louisi- 
ana; State Politics 1920-1952. Dr. Garland 
F. Taylor, representing the 1956 committee 
presented the award citation at the Book 
Dinner during the 1957 convention. Recom- 
mendations of the committee clarifying pro- 
cedures were referred to the Parliamentar- 
ian. 

Membership Committee reported 756 on 
our roster on June 30. The breakdown by 
type of membership is: Sustaining — 4, 
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Institutional — 55, Contributing — 21, and 
Individual — 676. Although this figure is 
lower than the final for 1956 members, re- 
newals and new memberships are still arriv- 
ing so that last year’s 811 may be equalled— 
if not surpassed by the end of 1957. 

Modisette Award plus its Sub-Committee 
for Trustees was responsible for the selection 
and presentation of three awards. Opelousas 
High School Library, Miss Brunette Klaus, 
librarian, received the school library award 
during the Louisiana Teachers’ Association 
meeting Nov. 1956. At the 1957 conven- 
tion, Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton presented 
the public library award to Webster Par- 
ish Library, Miss Marion Taylor, librarian, 
and the trustee award to Dr. Mary Mims, 
member of the Louisiana State Library 
Board for fifteen years. 

The Public Relations Committee achieved 
a singular success this year. Newspaper arti- 
cles representing 820 column inches of text, 
62 pictures and one cartoon appeared be- 
tween January and June 30. 

The Recruiting Committee sponsored sev- 
eral activities including ‘Library Career 
Days” and arrangements for librarians to 
speak at district meetings of Women’s Fed- 
erated Clubs. Material on librarianship as a 
career and posters made by the Louisiana 
Teen-Age Librarians’ Association are avail- 
able for circulation by the committee on 
request. 

State Planning Committee came forward 
with ‘Cooperation in Library Activities’ as 
a factor in development of libraries in the 
state, and posed several questions. Is there 
need to cooperate about a book storage 
center, since most libraries face the prob- 
lem of discards? Can a way be found to 
ease the cost of purchasing and cataloging, 
particularly for the parish library which is 
apt to be a small operation? What needs to 
be done about interlibrary loans, especially 
since the new catalog of Louisiana items 
may influence the number of loans? The 
committee recommended appointment of one 
committee to deal with the subject of ‘‘co- 
operation” as a unit, or a committee to work 
on each of the three questions. 

Scholarship committee members have been 
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working on a fund drive. At the end of 
June the total amount in this account was 
$2,780.45. 

Convention committees worked diligently 
and by all standards it is believed that their 
efforts were highly successful. Commercial 
Exhibits receipts totaled $1,774.40 this year. 
The committee's recommendation that a por- 
tion of the income realized from exhibits 
be turned over to the Scholarship Fund was 
favorably received by the Board. Members 
of the 1957 and 1957/58 boards at their: 
June 15 meeting voted to transfer $500 to 
that Fund. 

Registration Committee reported 316 reg- 
istered for the meeting. Attendance at the 
Book Dinner was 289, luncheon 121, and 
L. S. U. breakfast 70. 

Innovation at the Convention this year 
included a ‘Coffee with the Exhibitors”, 
held immediately after the First General 
Session; a Past Presidents’ Breakfast held 
on Friday morning before the section meet- 
ings; and appointment of a special local 
publicity committee to work with the As- 
sociation’s Publicity Committee on advance 
convention publicity and to be on hand to 
meet the press during the convention. 

Special committees: the Union Catalog 
Committee was retained in an advisory capa- 
city as the purpose for which it was estab- 
lished was fulfilled. 

Committee on Indexing of Louisiana 
Magazines under the chairmanship of Edith 
Atkinson reported that the shortness of the 
term prevented completion of any construc- 
tive work. The final survey prepared by the 
previous committee was reevaluated and a 
plan devised to circularize those librarians 
who had already agreed to index to deter- 
mine (1) how much had been accomplish- 
ed, (2) if the project is still being continued 
and (3) whether additional assignments can - 
be assumed. The committee feels the project 
is of such a scope as to require at least a 
year’s work of reorganization before any 
work can be done toward printing, financing 
and distributing. 

Revision of State Documents committee 
work was reported in the Bulletin (Summer 
1957, pp. 138-139). The committee recom- 
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mended that the work continue and on the 
basis of preliminary work on disposal poli- 
cies the act can be revised or amended in 
time for the meeting of the next session of 
the legislature (1958) to cover these policies 
and make provisions for out-of-state librar- 
ies if possible. 


Committee on Interlibrary Loan Proce- 
dures in Louisiana libraries is the name of a 
special committee which was set up in April. 
The organization and functions of the new 
committee were drawn up in accordance 
with the LLA Manual instructions under 
duties of the President. The organization, 
functions, and reporting procedure are as 
follows: 


Organization: 

Special committee made up of six mem- 
bers, a representative from L.S.U., Tulane, 
the State Library, the Editor of the Union 
Catalog (Ex-officio) and two additional 
members. 


Function: 


1.To study existing interlibrary loan 
practices in Louisiana libraries. 

2.To prepare for submission to the 
membership at the 1958 convention 
(if possible) a suggested code of 


procedure to govern interlibrary 
loans among the various libraries of 
the states. 


3. To publish—either as a Bulletin atti- 
cle or a separate pamphlet or bro- 
chure—the results of the study. 

4. To issue the Code of Procedures, if 
such should be ratified. 


Reports : 


1.The Chairman of the Committee 
shall upon request submit a provi- 
sional written report to the President 
at least ten days before the Annual 
Convention. 

2. The Chairman shall submit a writ- 
ten annual report of the Committee's 
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work to the President not later than 
June 15. 

3. The final report shall be a publica- 
tion as defined in the functions 
above. 

Committee personnel appointed include: 
Eugene P. Watson, chairman; Anne Jane 
Dyson (L.S.U.) ; Ruth Renaud (New Or- 
leans Public) ; I. Elizabeth Raulins (Lou- 
isiana State Library); Betty Maihles 
(Howard-Tilton Memorial); James W. 
Dyson (Editor of the Union Catalog). 


THE BULLETIN 


The LLA Bulletin continued under the 
editorship of Bob Mowery, with Lucille 
Arceneaux as Business Manager. The Asso- 
ciation is indebted to them, and to their 
Editorial Board for the publication of the 
quarterly journal. 

Several of the addresses delivered at the 
sessions of the New Orleans conference 
have already been published. These are the 
ones of which manuscripts were provided. 
Other addresses, tape-recorded at the meet- 
ing, were, I am happy to report to the 
membership, forwarded as typed rough draft 
copies to the Bulletin Editor. They will be 
considered for publication in later issues. 


* * * 


As my closing words, I must express my 
personal appreciation for the wonderful 
spirit shown by the Association officers, 
chairmen of committees, committee mem- 
bers and all the others with whom I have 
had the privilege of working. Any success 
attained during my term is dependent first 
upon these chairmen and committee mem- 
bers and upon the interest and activity of 
the individual members of the Association. 
I consider it a special pleasure and honor 
to have served LLA as its president. Espe- 
cial thanks go to Ruth Clark Reedy, our 
past president, for her encouragement and 
her unfailing assistance to me in the per- 
formance of the duties of this office, and 
my best wishes for 1957-58 go to T. N. Mc- 
Mullan, your new president. 





Confederate Stories-A Different “Valor 


y 
GILBERT EATON GOVAN 
Librarian, University of Chattanooga 


Transcribed from the tape recording of the 
talk made at the Book Dinner, 
LLA Convention, 1957. 


About this business of the last word, after 
all you are supposed to let the ladies go 
first you know but then there is also the 
proverbial last word that the woman has 
and I thought possibly it would be better 
to have the last word here in front of you 
than outside in the lobby and that was the 
reason why I felt a little bit uncomfortable 
over this business of my talking last. Not 
only that, but I heard that when this pro- 
gram started, we only had an hour and a 
half on this tape and I’m afraid there is 
only ten minutes left for me. Many of us 
say “howdy” in the beginning of the intro- 
duction but before I go on I want to tell you 
this story. I think it’s a good story. I has 
nothing at all to do with the different dia- 
lects of confederate stories and anything of 
that sort. It’s been told once in my hearing 
by one of my dearest friends, Nicholas Ray- 
den, some of you may have known him. He 
put a good many years in as Executive 
Editor of E. B. Dutton and Co. and he died 
year before last . . . He was a writer. He 
once wrote a book called the ““Unmaking of 
a Writer” and I’m very proud of the copies 
that I have or we have, I should say, in 
which he said “Gilbert and Christine Govan 
you had much to do with making a Con- 
federate of me.” At any rate he was talking 
about some recent days of cultural rela- 
tions between the Soviets and Great Britain. 

Great Britain had sent a Professor of 
literature to lecture to the Russians. He 
realized that there was a possibility that they 
might not know exactly what he was going 
to talk about so he wished to get some sort 
of feeling established between his audience 
and himself, and so he began by saying, 
“I’m going to talk to you about some of the 
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greatest dramatists who ever lived, one of 
whom was unquestionably the greatest, all 
of you I expect know him, you’ve seen plays 
by him because they are produced here and 
have been for many years, oh, you know the 
man who wrote Hamlet, Macbeth, Midsum- 
mer Nights Dream,’ and he picked out a 
man sitting in the front row and he says, 
“you know him, who wrote Midsummer 
Nights Dream?” . . . he pulled his coat 
down and put his hands by his side and 
looked uncomfortably each way and he says, 
“T didn’t do it.’ Well it rather disconcerted 
the professor but he decided to go along 
with his lecture. After it was over, the Com- 
misar who had been appointed to take care 
of the professor, escorted him to the car and 
was driving him to the hotel and he said to 
the Commisar, “that was rather strange that 
man at the beginning of my lecture this 
afternoon, wasn’t it, that he should have 
answered that way.” Well the Commisar 
looked at him very quickly and he said, “I 
tell you sir,” he says, “that was Comrade 
Ivan Obelinske. I have known him for 
thirty years and I assure you sir, if he says he 
didn’t do it, he didn’t do it.” Well that 
sort of set the gentleman back a little far- 
ther than he had been before and so he 
puzzled over that and he sat down in his 
room after he reached there and wrote a 
letter to his wife and explained everything 
that had happened and such a peculiar be- 
ginning for his lecture experience and while 
he was writing, the telephone rang. He won- 
dered ‘‘who in the world can be calling me 
here and at this time of night.” He got up 
and walked over and picked up the tele- 
phone and it was the Commisar, “I just 
wanted to tell you sir, before you go to sleep, 
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that after a certain amount of questioning 
Comrade Obelinske said that he did do it.” 

Well, one of the reasons I did tell you 
that story, I do have a reason for telling it 
to you, is because there is a great (in my 
opinion) a great misunderstanding among 
us all about this war which was fought in 
the 1860’s. I know that it exists in me. 
That it is tremendously difficult for me to 
realize that those men who fought that war, 
whom I remember as bearded, respected 
members of the society in which they lived, 
men occupying important positions, that they 
were once, at the time they fought that war, 
young men whose interests were the same 
that mine were when I didn’t fight but en- 
listed to fight in World War I. It’s very 
difficult to recall that. I remember that 
when I used to see them and hear them talk, 
that the things they told each other, the 
things they remembered were the ridiculous 
things, the funny things and yet how in- 
frequently in the books that are written 
about the war, do you find many of those 
anecdotes or incidents ? 

I have just written a book about the war, 
and very strangely because I tried to in- 
clude some of those in the book, the pub- 
lishers wished them taken out, not neces- 
sarily because they objected to them, but 
because what they considered the important 
content of the book was so great there 
wasn't room in it for those stories. They're 
probably right. 
words, or there abouts, when we had to 
take out 90,000 words and those words were 
the sort of stories that I would have per- 
sonally liked to have seen stay in. They were 
such stories as this: 

Absolutely unrelated to the theme in 
which we were writing, but it just seemed 
to both, my collaborator, Dr. Livingood, 
and myself, such an extremely interesting 
thing to read about an Alabama regiment 
which left Montgomery with ten cars of 
paraphernalia for every car of soldiers. They 
were determined to fight that war in com- 
fort! Of course they found out differently, 
but when that company reached Richmond 
and marched down the streets in July ’61 
just after the battle of Manassa, the Colonel 
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That book was 240,000, 


marched very comfortably with a slave car- 
rying a big umbrella over his head to shade 
him from the sun. When they went into 
training outside Richmond one of the pri- 
vates received an order from a Lieutenant 
he refused to obey and his reason was, ‘“‘Sir, 
you are not my social equal, you do not have 
a right to give me an order.” Those were 
the things that the soldiers would remember 
and laugh about. 

Incidentally, I discovered the other day, 
one item about the so-called battle of Look 
Out Mountain (which I would have to ex- 
plain but you'll have to take it as face value 
for what I say: the so-called battle of Look- 
out Mountain): An account by a soldier in 
which he called Jackson, General G. K. 
Jackson who commanded the division of in- 
fantry which was on the plateau of the 
mountain where the battle was fought and 
he said, “old mud wall,” does’ that seem 
funny to you? Did you ever hear of a stone 
wall? Stonewall Jackson and doesn’t that 
mud wall Jackson tell you more about that 
Commander than I could tell you in a half 
an hour? Well that was what he was, he 
was a mud wall and that’s the reason the 
Confederates were driven off that moun- 
tain as easily as they were and I think that is 
one of the finest things that I have ever 
found but I’m going to tell you of two inci- 
dents. Incidents which were in a different 
valor. 

One is about Stonewall Jackson. Some 
of you may have read it. You don’t think 
of Stonewall Jackson as having an element 
of humor. I remember one story which 
shows that he did have when he was march- 
ing his men backwards and forwards in the 
valley in the Spring of '62 and they thought 
that he had gone crazy. One Colonel was 
positive of it and he decided to ask him 
about it the first chance that he got. He was 
riding along the road and there was General 
Jackson sitting on a fence, sucking a lemon 
which was a favorite occupation. He had 
that old cap down very low over his eye, 
sitting there peering off into the distance 
and the Colonel rode up to him and said, 
“General Jackson, we are very confused by 
what is going on, we march here today and 
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we march there tomorrow, we march back 
where we were the next day,” he said, 
“would you tell me what your plan of cam- 
paign is.’ The General looked up at him 
and he said, ‘Colonel can you keep a secret ?”’ 
and the Colonel very brightly said, thinking 
of course he was going to hear, ‘why yes 
sir,” he said. ‘“Well’’ said Jackson, “‘so 
can I.” 

But the incident which I am going to tell 
you happened when he was a Colonel and 
he was at Harpers Ferry in the spring of ’61 
just as the war had started before any real 
battle had been fought. He was in command 
at Harpers Ferry when the Virginians, be- 
fore Virginia seceded, were in control. You 
know Harpers Ferry sat in a very peculiar 
position. It was on the B&O Railroad which 
Originated on the east in Baltimore and can 
I say in Louisiana what I would say in 
Georgia, yankee territory, and ended on the 
Ohio River in yankee territory. And it pass- 
ed through this little short area of confed- 
erate territory. Well, Jackson just had a 
few regiments. He didn’t know what he 
would be able to do with them but he just 
happened to hit on a scheme. He wrote a 
letter to the President of the B&O Railroad 
(you can trace all of this in the official rec- 
ords of the War of the Rebellion if you wish 
to, incidentally that’s not my title you re- 
member that’s the Government title.) 

He wrote this letter to the President of 
the B&O Railroad and he said, ‘Dear Sir: 
You know I am here in command of troops 
who are in training. The men have to work 
awfully hard. They have these problems to 
work out in the day and your trains are 
running through here all night and keep 
them awake and they are not fit to do the 
training that is necessary. I wonder if it 
wouldn't be possible for you to arrange your 
schedules so your trains pass in the day 
time.”” Well the B&O President received 
that and apparently thought about it for 
quite a little while because a day or so inter- 
vened before he answered it but he decided 
maybe he'd better stay on the good side of 
these Confederates who controlled the terri- 
tory around Harpers Ferry through which he 
had to run . . . So he wrote back that it 
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would be difficult to do but he thought it 
could be arranged so that all the trains pass- 
ing through Harper's Ferry would pass in 
the daytime. Well that goes on for about a 
week and General Jackson, Colonel Jackson, 
I should say, writes him another letter. 
“Dear Sir: As I told you these men under my 
command are in training. They are involved 
in very difficult problems which require them 
to be worked out in this small territory dur- 
ing the daytime and your trains are running 
backwards and forwards all during this time 
and wouldn’t it be possible for you so as 
not to break up any of this training more 
than you have to, to schedule these trains 
so that they'd go through Harper’s Ferry 
between twelve and two each day. The men 
are at lunch then it wouldn't interfere with 
anything.” The President apparently thought 
of that a little longer. It took him a couple 
of more days to decide about that but he 
wrote back and said, ‘‘yes, he discovered 
that the schedule could be made so that the 
trains that were running at any one day 
would pass through Harper’s Ferry between 
twelve and two.” You know what hap- 
pened. The first day they did that Colonel 
Jackson ran a regiment of troops across each 
end of his line and he had all of the trains 
of the B&O Railroad in that small ter- 
ritory between twelve and two and he took 
all those engines and cars and sent them 
down to Winchester and they hauled them 
across country and they put them on the 
Virginia line. 

You don’t think of General Jackson as 
being humorous and he probably wasn’t 
being humorous when he did that but it was 
the slickest stunt that anybody ever did 
and its just about the funniest story I ever 
read. You have to put it together though 
over about 100 pages of official records. 

This next was told by a young man by 
the name of John Randolph Brown who par- 
ticipated. I imagine he was the Brown fam- 
ily who owned and still owns for that mat- 
ter the Richmond Times Dispatch because 
it appeared in the Richmond Times Dis- 
patch around 1905 or 1906 and I just acct- 
dentally stumbled on it. John Randolph 
Brown and the ballon. Well to go back to 
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its origins you have to realize that the yan- 
kees had an awful advantage over the south- 
erners in that ballon corps that they organ- 
ized. I don’t know whether any of you ever 
read about the ballon corps or not but it was 
organized in the very early days of the war 
and the southerners would look there and 
they'd see these ballons up in the air observ- 
ing them and they just thought they were 
operating under a terrific handicap. Well 
there was nobody in the South who had had 
any experience with ballons. There weren't 
too many people who had experience with 
ballons anywhere in the country. Profes- 
sor Loew organized the federal ballon corps 
and he was experimenting with ballons be- 
fore the war began. One of the most inter- 
esting stories I think that you'd find about 
the early days of the war is that he started 
a free ballon flight in Cincinnati in April 
of 1861 and you remember that it was in 
April that Sumter occurred. So things were 
pretty hot in South Carolina and as luck 
would have it when he cut loose in Cin- 
cinnati the winds took him just as directly 
as they could right to South Carolina. And 
he came down and of course, they thought 
he was a yankee spy. That was all in the 
world they could see. So they took him off 
his ballon and put him in jail and it took 
him an awful time to get out and they 
should have kept him because immediately 
when he got loose he went back up north 
and organized the federal ballon corps. Well 
it operated all along the Virginia border 
through the winter of ’61 and ’62 and when 
the confederates moved down into the 
peninsula below Richmond in May of 1862 
they decided to try to do something about 
it. Well, as I say, none of them knew any- 
thing at all about making a ballon or how 
anything was done particularly about it, but 
they realized that if you’d take certain cloth 
and sew it together, and varnish it, then 
they realized that if you could inflate it 
with hot air it would go up for a certain 
length of time. (I imagine few if any of you 
are old enough to remember when hot air 
ballons were the sensation in Paris.) Well 
that was what the confederates decided to do, 
but they didn’t have anybody to go up in the 
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ballon. So Joseph E. Johnston who was in 
command of the Confederates on the penin- 
sula decided that he would get somebody, he 
didn’t expect to get anybody who was an 
experienced ballonist but he would get some- 
body who was acquainted with the country, 
and so he sent a request around. to all the 
subordinant headquarters asking if there was 
anyone in the outfits who would volunteer 
for the service who was completely acquaint- 
ed with the country. They wanted somebody 
who knew every geographical feature, every 
house, every crossroad: and things of that 
sort. Well, there was a young man at Mc- 
Gruder’s headquarters who had been born 
and brought up in the area where the Armies 
were. His name, as I said, was John Ran- 
dolph Brown. Well, he had been sititng 
around just handling routine work in Mc- 
Gruder’s headquarters for many months and 
he was getting rather tired of it and so here 
was an opportunity he thought, this order 
came down and he was the one that got 
hold of it and he immediately went to the 
general and said he would like to volunteer 
for it. Well the general said that would 
be agreeable to him that he'd have to go up 
to General Johnston’s headquarters and see 
if General Johnston would accept him. Well 
in the meantime a friend of his tried to 
argue him out of it; he had a pretty soft 
job where he was, there was no danger 
and he’d better stay where he was. He said, 
no, he wanted a little bit of excitement, he 
said that he’d be going crawling around the 
enemies lines, scouting duty and things of 
that sort, that was what he apparently wanted 
and he counted getting an opportunity of 
going home and sleeping in the bed and 
getting a good meal. So he had some ul- 
terior motives in accepting. Well, he went 
up to Johnston’s headquarters and Johnston 
himself came out and questioned him. He 
asked him everything that he could find and 
sure enough the boy knew all the answers, 
so General Johnston turned to Colonel Sail 
who was his military secretary and he says, 
“this is exactly the man we wanted, we 
couldn’t have been more fortunate, he says 
he knows everything there is to know about 
this area of Virginia. Now I wish you would 
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take him out and explain his duties to him.” 
And the Colonel Sails said “Explain him all 
his duties?” ‘“Yes, tell him all about the bal- 
lon and all that.’’ Lieutenant Brown stopped 
immediately and said, ‘General, did you say 
something about a ballon?’ and General 
Johnston said, ‘Yes, that’s what we want you 
for.” He says, “General, I never saw a bal- 
lon much less went up in one.” Well, Gen- 
eral Johnston says, “Young man, what do I 
understand you to mean, that you are going 
to refuse this duty? I’ve been in the army all 
my life, I went to West Point as a very young 
man and I never knew an officer to refuse a 
duty. Are you going to refuse this duty?” 
Well there wasn’t anything for Brown to say 
then, he said ‘No, sir, I just wanted to ex- 
plain to you that I’ve never seen a ballon 
much less been up in one.”” So Colonel Sails 
took him out and explained the whole thing 
to him, showed him where he was to be and 
how it operated. They had the thing rigged 
up with windless, so that they could haul 
it down, and quickly as possible because 
they realized that it couldn’t stay up too 
long with just the hot air. And so he ex- 
plained everything and Brown said he just 
knew what was going to happen but there 
wasn’t anything that he could do then, so 
he got in the basket and they had a big 
fire going and they filled the bag with hot 
air and they turned it loose and it zoomed 
up and he said just as soon as it got above 
the tree tops, every yankee in that section 
of the country started cutting loose at him 
with everything they had and all he had 
was that little basket. And he said he grab- 
bled down just as closely as he could to 
the bottom hoping that everybody was shoot- 
ing at an angle so that it would go over 
him and that nobody underneath would 
start shooting straight up, but anyway that 
was in the confederate territory. Well, at 
any rate, it shortly reached its height and 
it also got above the area of the level at 
which the guns were effective and he wasn’t 
bothered anymore by people shooting at 
him and he jumped up and got out his 
memorandum book and he started making 
notes of everything that he saw and he just 
covered the country complete. Then this 
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thing started giving way again and they 
helped him out with the windless to bring 
it down as quickly to the ground as possible 
and again he got into the firing zone and 
said everybody started shooting at him and 
again he was fortunate. The thing hit the 
ground and he said he didn’t wait for it 
to be tied down or anything like that, he 
just jumped out of the basket into head- 
quarters and General Johnston wasn’t there 
and they had to send for him and he was so 
impatient he could hardly wait for him to 
come and soon as the General came he 
saluted and stated all the things that he 
had seen and the General said well that was 
just fine, he said he couldn’t compliment 
him enough and then Lieutenant Brown 
saluted and said ‘General, having performed 
my assignment, I should like to return to my 
original duty.” “Return to your original 
duty,” Johnston said, he said, ‘‘yes sir,” he 
said, “I would like to go back to General 
McGruder’s headquarters.” ‘Why, young 
man,” said General Johnston, ‘‘you’re the 
only experienced ballonist we have.” Well 
again there wasn’t anything for Brown to do. 
He couldn’t get out of anything at all. He 
started every morning, they did make the 
thing a little better for him because they 
finally decided they wouldn't bring the bal- 
lon down by a windlift but they'd tie a team 
of horses to it and put a pulley effect on it so 
that they could gallop the horses off and 
bring it down more quickly so that the shoot- 
ing was not quite as difficult a circumstance 
as it originally was. But every morning at 
daybreak and every night at sundown they 
would let him go up and come down. And 
you see these confederate soldiers around 
there were just like Brown, they'd never seen 
a ballon ascension. They were country boys, 
they didn’t know anything about that sort of 
thing, so they were just going to a fair as far 


as they were concerned. Every morning when | 


he’d come down there'd be a big crowd 
there. Well that was all right. Until one 
morning, one of the men got careless and so 
he got his leg caught in the loop of the rope 
as he turned the ballon loose and it started 
taking him up too and he started hollering 
and one of his friends standing there think- 
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ing that he’d rescue him and not thinking 
what would happen to Brown, took an ax 
and chopped the rope and that let the ballon 
loose. Well, the wind carried it first direct- 
ly over the yankee line and Brown said 
that he knew that if he came down there 
they would take him for a spy and they 
would shoot him without asking him any 
questions so the first thing that he did was 
to tear up all of the papers that he had and 
throw out the pencils and everything so he'd 
at least be cleared that way. He wouldn't 
have any maps, he wouldn’t have any mem- 
orandum or anything of that sort and just 
then the wind changed and the wind took 
him out over the York River. Well, any of 
you who know the river right there at York- 
town know how wide it is and it looks wide 
as Lake Pontchartrain out here and he 
realized that if that bag came down in that 
river, he was going to have an awful time 
getting it to shore. And incidentally, he did 
tell one particularly touching circumstance, 
he had been trying for a year to get himself 
a new pair of boots and he had just gotten 
them the week before and he couldn’t get 
them off fast enough so he had to cut them 
off with his knife and throw them over- 
board and that hurt him more than anything 
that had happened in this entire experience. 
At any rate he took off all of his clothes, took 
off his boots and everything, threw them 
over to lighten the ballon and there he was 
with no clothes on and the balloon took him 
back over the confederate lines and this 
time he came down and the confederate lines 
had a hard time believing that he was a 
confederate. I don’t know what happened 
to the ballon. Of course I can tell you what 
happened to Brown. Fortunately for him, 
because he was having an awful hard time 
convincing the confederates who captured 


him when he came down in the balloon that 
he was a confederate, up came riding some 
of the people from headquarters who had 
been following him as best they could on 
horse back and convinced the man or rather 
told him that Brown was a confederate 
and to release him, but the balloon never 
appeared again and I have often wondered, 
Lieutenant Brown doesn’t say anything about 
it, but if I had been he, I think I'd have 
taken that balloon out and got rid of it. 
There is no other evidence of a balloon until 
about a month later, the one that was called 
the Silk Petticoat balloon which was made 
of silk petticoats donated by the ladies of 
Savannah. I don’t know whether you have 
ever read about it or not. By that time the 
confederates had learned a little more and 
they knew they shouldn’t be quite so hap- 
hazard about it so they would take it into 
Richmond and inflate it with illuminating 
gas and they had it on a windlass on rail- 
road cars so they could move it down the 
railroad and then bring it back and inflate 
it if necessary. 


Now that is a delightful story which is 
the type of reminiscence that you encounter 
most frequently and that you find in only 
one of the books. Now as I said at the 
very beginning, I’ve written one of the 
other soldier books, so I hope people don’t 
stop reading and buying them, but I do wish 
somebody, sometime, would collect a lot of 
these things. Of course, Bell Wiley has 
done some of it in the Life of Johnny Reb 
and the Life of Billy Yank and I am grate- 
ful to him for it but there is still a lot of 
room for somebody to do another job. And 
I think you're tired and probably would like 
to stand and walk around and talk to each 
other. 
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“Why Libraries? 


By MRS. C. C. CLARK 


Member, Mississippi Library Commission 


(Transcribed from the tape recording of the 
Trustees’ Section, LLA Convention, 1957) 


I'm going to talk to you for just awhile 
oa “Why Libraries?” It’s a rather stimulat- 
ing and challenging subject for me because 
it Opens up an opportunity for me to say 
some things that I have a feeling about and 
that I have some convictions on. I am speak- 
ing as the public; not as a librarian or as 
a trustee or as an employee of a library 
agency, but rather as a member of that great 
mass that you have been talking about, 
that you have been serving. Probably what 
I shall say will not be orthodox at all. It 
seems to me that the wise and intelligent 
performance of most routines and duties 
and responsibilities that you’ve been talking 
about for the last hour depends upon un- 
derstanding the ‘‘why’’ of those routines. 
The routines that are necessary for the ef- 
fective and smooth operation of the libragy 
can become dull and boring, and, what is 
more serious, sometimes can become ineffec- 
tive unless they are performed against the 
background of some deep convictions about 
the library and what it’s supposed to do. My 
ideas may be a departure from the usual 
consideration of duties and responsibilities 
but they are my convictions and they have 
been born in my mellow years. I am not 
minimizing at all the importance of the 
know how, but rather I am magnifying the 
need for us to stop occasionally and, in the 
vernacular of the street, say “so what’. “Im- 
proved techniques and methods for what 
purpose?” “Increase library service to what 
end?” “Why a library at all?” It is the 
“why” of libraries that makes the trustees 
job something more than just another meet- 
ing to attend, something more than just 
another activity to add to an already crowded 
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schedule. Similarly it’s the lack of the ‘why” 
sometimes that accounts for the trustee, who 
never is in a meeting like this, but who 
accepts his job as just a civic honor, and 
executes it accordingly. If his job doesn’t 
become dull and ‘boring and ineffective to 
him, it certainly does to the librarian. 

You are familiar with a story in ancient 
Hebrew history that tells of a man who had 
been invited by a crowd of merry makers 
on a picnic and said “I am doing a great 
work, I cannot come down”. He was laying 
bricks. To the on-looker the laying of 
bricks was a dull and a monotonous job, 
but the man who was laying the brick did 
not see the brick, he didn’t see the wall, 
but what he saw was protection for his 
family who lived within the city around 
which the wall would go. It’s being able 
to see beyond the leg work that is involved 


in the library that lifts it from the dull, 


routine, and sometimes unpleasant task. | 
think what I’m trying to say is that the 
material leadership of the library involves 
only the famous American know-how and 
we can operate libraries on just the know- 
how, but the moral leadership of the library 
requires another kind of knowledge. It re- 
quires a know-why. I don’t know how many 
of you read Sarah Wallace’s article in the 
February issue of the ALA Bulletin, “One 
Man’s Word.” I quote one sentence from 
her article, “The library is dealing with the 
communities’ greatest source of cultural 
power and spiritual leadership, the minds 
of its people”. Now, to deal with the minds 
of people requires moral leadership which 
is predicated on understanding ‘‘why”. 
What, after all, is the important factor in- 
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herent in the libraries’ purpose for exist- 
ence? Is it a book, a building, a budget, 
a system, a bookmobile? For what cause 
came the library into the world? I think 
Miss Wallace is right. The important factor 
is the human mind. It is people. It is all 
kinds of people, in all kinds of places and 
situations, with all kinds of needs. 

A man named John Cotton Dana (whom 
I didn’t know too well until I started as- 
sociating with librarians), made somewhere 
about the close of the last century that 
statement that’s become famous among li- 
brarians—"‘take the library out of the cloi- 
ster onto the sidewalk’. Another man, 
named Melville Dewey (who to some of us 
means nothing but a bunch of figures ar- 
ranged in queer looking ways), coined an- 
other term when he was referring to li- 
braries. He called it “The People’s Uni- 
versity’. Those two men were saying the 
same thing that Miss Wallace is saying in 
that article and that I’m trying to say here: 
that in terms of people we find the purpose, 
the value and the meaning of the library 
movement. So, it seems to me that we 
might turn aside from the discussion of 
responsibilities, duties and qualifications of 
trustees and look at this human factor. 

If we know who these people are, where 
they are, if we know what’s happening to 
them and what’s likely to happen to them, 
then the library is going to have a better 
chance of making its unique contribution 
to what these people may become. Unless 
we do know these things about people, we 
may be liable to the same fate as that old 
Jim Day “who got stuck in yesterday’, and 
how many of us get “stuck in yesterday”’? 
The dangerous aspect in getting stuck in 
yesterday is that it is so downright com- 
fortable. It is absolutely painful sometimes 
to change, to change our attitudes and to 
change our minds. So, what I’m saying is 
that the important factor in library service 
is the human one, and our procedures and 
our routines and our systems must con- 
stantly be re-thought in turns of people. 
That ‘time makes ancient good uncouth” 
might have been spoken of the library just 
as well, so I’m going to invite you for a 
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little while to come out on the sidewalk 
and I hope you feel comfortable out there, 
and at home. 


Although Man has been endowed with 
a good many gifts, the gift of prophecy 
was denied him, but that fact has never 
deterred him from playing that very engag- 
ing game of guessing the future. He does 
it with tea leaves, crystal balls and the Uni- 
vac machine. One of these crystal ball stunts 
that is revelant to our purpose is projecting 
population trends, and that is a good place 
to start this business of seeing the libraries 
job in terms of people. The guesswork is 
pretty much at a minimum. Arthur Larsen, 
who, when he gave these figures, was Under- 
Secretary of Labor, said that within the next 
twenty years the overall population of the 
U. S. will be 200,000,000 people. That will 
be an increase over our current population 
equal to Great Britain’s population today. 
The interesting thing for libraries is how 
he says this increase will be distributed: in 
the first ten years of that twenty there will 
be a rapid jump in the teenage group, about 
eleven and a half millions; there will be 
a considerable increase in the forty-five to 
sixty-four year old age bracket, about ten 
millions; in the sixty-five year and over 
age group there'll be about a six and a half 
million increase; that is 50% over what it 
is today. In the 20 to 44 age brackets, he 
says that the increase will be only 2,000,000. 
Now, it doesn’t take tea leaves or the Uni- 
vac machine, but just a little bit of elemen- 
tary logic for us to draw some conclusions 
that have implications for the library. In 
the first place, if that flood of teenagers do 
not have good schools to go to (and that’s 
doubtful today with the controversy over 
school construction and teachers’ salaries), 
we might look forward in the early 1970's 
to an educationally handicapped group for 
whom programs will have to emerge, 
similar to those that have emerged for the 
physically handicapped people. Should this 
large, educationally handicapped, out-of- 
school group be of concern to the library? 
Should this fact start us to thinking in 
terms of meeting the needs that will be 
created by this situation? Then secondly, 
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there is that group from the 20-44 year 
old bracket, that is the productive age group 
that is failing to increase by anything like 
enough to meet the demands of a growing 
population. Here is a large portion of our 
population at their most vigorous age upon 
whom civic and family responsibilities fall 
the heaviest, and who, because of the pres- 
sure of the world’s business and economy, 
will be a member of that ‘I’m too busy to 
read group’’, a group that we've never really 
reached successfully. Yet this group cannot 
afford to stop learning. Their thinking is 
important to the world, and the library 
through its service to adults must meet the 
needs of this group and make it easier 
for them to use the library service. Some- 
body talked about having “it cooked and 
ready to eat”. We live in that kind of an 
age. We must not just give him a hunting 
permit, not say “it’s here if you want it 
bad enough to come get it’’. For that group 
the library will have to make it easy to use 
the service. 


The 45 to 64 year old group, while still 
carrying much of the load of the civic 
and business responsibilities, are letting up 
a little bit in family responsibilities. Will 
the library be ready to challenge this bit of 
new leisure time? You know, this is a 
wonderful opportunity because this is the 
age that people mature intellectually. They 
are yearning to know more, to read more, 
to talk more, to ask more, to express them- 
selves more. Will the library be ready for 
that group? 

Lastly, there is that 65 and over group, 
and it presents an entirely different oppor- 
tunity. They are not the “I’m too busy to 
read carrying on the world’s business” 


group, but they’re the non-productive, econ-. 


omically speaking, older people with a “we 
don’t know what to do, time on our hands’’. 
This group will increase 50%, so Mr. Lar- 
sen tells us, and will constitute about 9% 
of our population. Because of improved 
medical care, many of them will have active 
minds and keen intellects and plenty of time. 
What a wonderful combination! They’re 
not likely to be employed, even though 
business and industry are thinking of upping 
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the retirement age because it is more than 
likely that a flood of teenagers will be 
dropping out of school to take jobs that 
can’t be handled by that population age 
that will not be increasing. While we have 
got to meet the needs of all these age 
groups, this one presents a new situation. 
In these senior years the individual has the 
greatest proportion of his life’s span avail- 
able for personal rewarding usage. 


So you see our brief little journey out 
on the sidewalk has given us four distinct 
population groups for which the needs are 
quite different; but before we leave the 
sidewalk and go back in, I think we ought 
to take a brief look at the kind of world 
that these people are living in. It is a trite 
thing to say the world is changing; the 
world never has stood still, but there seems 
to be something unique about the change 
in which this generation and maybe the 
next will be going through. Because of the 
revolution in communication and _trans- 
portation, more people are aware of things 
that are happening in the world today than 
ever before (you know, you have to work 
real hard today not to learn anything), but 
they need to know the meaning of the 
things that are happening. With every scien- 
tific discovery, with every political change 
in the world today, there comes the need to 
know the social implications it has for the 
world. Unless man understands the rela- 
tionship of his great achievement to himself 
and to his world, he’s at the mercy of 
change, and a man at the mercy of change 
is a threat to civilization. It is historically 
factual that man is afraid of change. For a 
thousand years man had observed the sun 
rising and setting and his reason told him 
that the sun was rotating around the earth. 
When astronomers and physicists had ac- 
cumulated enough facts and announced to 
the world that it was the earth rotating 
around the sun, interesting things started 
happening, which aroused deep antagonisms, 
even to the point of persecution. The inter- 
esting question is: why was man unwilling 
to accept this new fact? Nobody had a vested 
interest in the immobility of the earth. 
The discovery implied that if the authority 
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of philosophers that he had relied upon for 
hundreds of years was faulty in this instance, 
it might be faulty in others. It robbed man, 
you see, of his security. Here was a truth 
become an untruth. It removed the old land- 
marks which were a basis for reason, and he 
had to protect his security. Now for the 
same reason today, man, unless he under- 
stands change, fears it for it is a threat to 
his security. Don’t we see it so very much 
in our own southland today? So we are in 
a dilemma. Someone has said that at a time 
when man seems to have conquered the 
barriers of time and distance and physical 
separation which have made it difficult for 
one nation to understand another, we are 
now incapable of surmounting the barriers 
of political, religious and social prejudice. 
At a time when we are reaching out to con- 
quer literally new worlds, we are in eminent 
danger of destroying ourselves. At a time 
when we have piled up mountains of knowl- 
edge, we simply show in face of all that man 
does not understand himself and that is a 
time of confusion. In every community the 
public library should offer a beacon to those 
seeking their way out of this confusion. I 
would go further and say that the library 
not only should offer it but the library 
should take the initiative to see that he is 
led to this beacon. So tremendous is the 
problem of continuing education that the 
President appointed a committee on “‘educa- 
tion beyond the High Schools”. Many li- 
braries have received the first report. Some 
of you were asked to comment on it. It 
became my duty to study the report and to 
make the reply. 

I would like to quote you a sentence or 
two from that reply: 

“It is our opinion that a basic problem 
involved in facing the situation is one of 
citizen education; therefore, it occurs to 
us that the final report should recommend 
that as formal programs of education are 
being revamped to meet the emergencies, 
programs of informal education involving 
large segments of the general public be 
considered a part of the overall respon- 
sibility of the policy maker. The necessity 
for such programs is obvious, barriers to 


FALL, 1957 


the implemented change which the re- 
ports must recommend must be dealt with. 
These barriers involve attitudes and dif- 
ferences and in some instances offer op- 
position. It is at this point that institutions 
like the public library can be affected. In 
addition to supplying selected materials 
for study, the public library is in the posi- 
tion to furnish physical facilities for dis- 
cussion groups, for lectures, and the like, 
to recruit for these and also to furnish 
leadership.” 


I hope I was not too optimistic about the 
potential contribution that the library can 
make to this situation that is already an 
emergency and bids to be even greater than 
that. It seems to me that the President was 
facing up to the fact that on the sidewalk 
we are going to find millions of adults to- 
day who will be looking to a growing var- 
iety of institutions and programs for the 
continuing education and training that they 
will need to live effectively and unafraid 
and creatively. The library need not fail 
to take its place if we have the right kind of 
leadership, but it cannot be the leadership 
of the old Jim Day that we spoke of who 
got “‘stuck in yesterday’. What I’ve been 
trying to communicate to you is that we, 
who are responsible for libraries, need to 
see that education is not limited to formality 
and to classrooms and to teachers and to 
courses of study. This phase of education 
has its place and the library makes a notable 
contribution to it, but at best it is secondary 
contributions. But, it has first place in the 
field of continuing education because it has 
certain characteristics, the first of which is 
that it largely controls the supply of Books. 


Books contain the better part of the 
essentials of education for the adults. I 
know there is a tendency on the part of 
people who are in adult education to feel 
that nothing happens to an individual ex- 
cept in a group. As much importance as I 
attach to it, and as convinced as I am that 
the library ought to take the initiative in 
such, I cannot honestly say that adult learn- 
ing is always in the group process. I believe 
it is very likely there, because we find adults 
in groups. If we could tap the resources that 
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are to be found in the men’s and women’s 
civic organizations, for continuing education 
through purposeful reading and discussion, 
this would be the beginning and not the 
end of western civilization. 


Recently, in a two hour period at the 
main branch (the white branch), and at 
the negro branch of a library, the following 
books were asked for: at the negro branch: 
Life on the Mississippi, Encyclopedia on 
Child Care and Guidance, Introduction to 
English, My Lord, What a Morning, Under- 
standing Grammar, Spanish Self Taught; 
at the white branch the requests were for 
these: Onions in the Stew, Don’t Go Near 
the Water, Raintree County. One reference 
came into each of the two branches during 
that two hour time. The reference at the 
negro library was, “How to be a Better 
Teacher” ; at the white library it was, ‘How 
to Spin Rabbit Fur’. (By the way, you can 
find that out in Encyclopedia Britanica). 

Does this say the same thing to you that 
it’s saying to me about the strength of 
motivation in reading? Does it say some- 
thing about our job, as trustees and librar- 
ians, of influencing our reader? The first area 
of leadership in continuing education is 
largely the control of the supply of books. 
The second area is our policy of library 
behavior that has built up with the public. 
The public, adults as well as young people, 
resist censorship. That’s not only for the 
individual but also for groups. You here in 
Louisiana carried on the American Heritage 
group discussicn project as we did and we 
know that in those groups it was possible 
to explore issues when individuals were free 
to say what they wanted to; they discussed 
what they wanted to with no compulsion 
to agree or to conclude and you well know 
that in those groups opinions without facts 
have poor survival chance because people 
were really basing their discussions on facts 
on all sides of the question. 

The third area of leadership the library 
has for continuing education is to be found 
in its patronage structure. The library is 
able to reach a larger proportion of our 
population than any other organization that 
we have, and because of this community 
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cross-section patronage, we can work more 
effectively with people and with a larger 
variety of community groups than an organi- 
zation or an institution that is limited by 
policies and memberships. 

Briefly, we have tried to look at the peo- 
ple that the library serves. We have tried 
to look at their needs, we have tried to look 
at the kind of world they lived in, and we 
have tried to look at the libraries’ favorable 
position to meet these needs. Now we must 
ask the question—how can the library ful- 
fill its function as an educational institu- 
tion? It seems to me if it fulfills it, some 
changes are going to have to take place, and 
the communities’ concept of the library is 
going to have to change. Now I am on 
familiar ground, I know what I’m talking 
about. I know the people, I know the com- 
munity and I know that some changed atti- 
tudes are going to have to take place in the 
community on the concept of what the 
library is. Do not ask too large a number 
of people what they think the library is; 
you may get an answer that would shock 
you. Perhaps there are some librarians that 
are going to have to change because librar- 
ians, many of them, are reluctant to throw 
themselves wholeheartedly into this kind 
of a program, and maybe some of our li- 
brary schools may have to change because 
it is there that librarians are taught that 
they are the custodians and the administra- 
tors of books. But to get down to the real 
truth of the matter, the person who is go- 
ing to have to change all of the concepts 
is the trustee himself. If the library is to 
fulfill its function in terms of people, then 
the attitudes are going to have to change 
and a good many things will have to be 
done as well as talked about. Facilities must 
be had that are not near to the traditional. 
Now, whose is the responsibility? It is the 
trustee’s. There are a number of ways the 
trustee may look at his job. He can take 
it as a civic honor, something that will go 
in his obituary, and just ignore it, or he 
can accept it and then refuse to live up to 
the responsibility, You know there’s a sect 
of people in India that wear little silver 
bells on their ears and every time they hear 
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something they don’t want to, they'll shake 
their heads and all they will hear are the 
lovely little tinklings of the bells. 


There are some trustees that take their 
responsibility just like that. They take a 
fatalistic attitude: ‘‘it’s such a tremendous 
job, let’s go ahead and do the best we can”, 
or just give up entirely. 

Then there are those trustees who talk 
long and loud about their responsibilities, 
but their talk is based on opinions and not 
facts, because they just do not study their 
job. 

Of course, we could go on and on, but 
fortunately there is another way the trustee 
can take his job. He can face it realistically. 
He can analyze it intelligently and he can 
act constructively. He is going to have to 
see himself as a public relations agent for 
the library and is not oaly going to have 
to interpret the library to the public, he is 
going to have to interpret the public to the 
librarian too, and then he’s going to have 
to interpret both the librarian and the com- 
munity to the governing bodies. What is a 
good public relations person? You, as a 
public relations person, must have the char- 
acteristics of a good salesman. You move 
your customer’s mind from where it is to 
where you want it to be. That is the basis 
of good selling, is it not? That’s the job 
that you are in. I don’t know whether it 
was Josh Billings or Artemus Ward that 
said “‘it ain't so much the things we don’t 
know that get us in trouble, but it’s the 
things we know that ain’t so.” There are a 
lot of things the public knows about librar- 
ies that ain’t so. In the first place, they 
know they cost too much, that they are 
double taxed for library service; they know 
it is for the highbrow and it is out of their 
realm of interest. That does not just go 
for the ignorant man, that goes for the 
average businessman and the politician. He 
says that it is for children, and it is. He 
says people that work do not have time to 
read. (Now, that is not far fetched: in one 
of the counties of my state, a member of a 
board of supervisors, which is comparable 
to your police jury, said he was not willing 
to appropriate one dime for books, that if 
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those farmers in his country worked like 
they ought to, “they ain’t got no time to 
read nothing but the Bible and that’s enough 
anyways for anybody to read.””) A member 
of the Legislature in a state that shall re- 
main nameless, said that with the advent 
of T. V. we no longer need books. 


It’s a common tendency for human nature 
to want to see tangible results for what we 
spend. We are convinced that every dollar 
that is put into libraries pays off more than 
100%, but not all the public believes that. 
As someone recently said, the library is like 
the iceberg—eight-ninths of its service is 
submerged. The trustee’s business is to give 
visibility to that submerged eight-ninths. 
There was a leading citizen, a doctor, in 
one of our larger towns who said to his 
librarian patient that he was subscribing to 
an information service that would answer 
any question that he would want to send 
them, and he mentioned quite a sizeable 
amount that he was paying for that subscrip- 
tion. She told him he was already paying for 
an information service by paying his taxes 
for supporting a library. Somebody had 
failed to do a good public relations job. 

I sat at a meeting with some business 
men and educators of our state when we 
were considering the needs for a research 
center in Mississippi. One man said, “we 
don’t need one. I read the other day where 
you could send a dime to the Library of 
Congress and get answers on any research 
that has been done’. What I wanted to say 
to him, and did, was that he could save 
his dime; he had his public labrary, that 
he was already paying that dime and more, 
where he could get his information. We 
need more public relations so people know 
what the library is. The good public rela- 
tions person plays up the services and plays 
down the cost. I used to live out on the 
Mississippi Coast and I used to buy my hats 
at Godchaux. I would go in and sit down 
and the saleslady would come and put a hat 
on me and would shake her head, she would 
put another one on and she would shake 
her head; this went on for a while and 
finally she put one on and said, “that’s it’’. 
At about that time the buyer, as if it were 
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not planned, walked by and stopped dead in 
his tracks; he looked at me and this is what 
he said, “what you do for that hat!” Not 
what the hat did for me, but what I did 
for that hat. The point is that long before 
I got around to asking the important ques- 
tion ‘‘what did the hat cost’, I bought it. 
They were not selling the product, they were 
selling the idea back of the product. I 
wasn’t buying a hat, I was buying a boost 
to my vanity. Women don’t pay $10.00 an 
ounce for perfume, they buy allure. You 
don’t buy a cigarette, you buy a good taste. 
That’s the basis of all good selling. We 
sell the idea in back of the product. What 
are we trying to sell the public, a building, 
a five dollar book, a job, a bookmobile? 
All of that is the one-ninth, the visible part 
of our library, but we need to sell the idea 
back of libraries. An informed citizen can 
better solve a serious problem that’s facing 
and affecting him personally. Sell him the 
chance to relate the significant information 
he gets as a headline reader or a T. V. 
viewer, or sell him the opportunity to com- 
municate through books with a variety of 
viewpoints, to communicate with his neigh- 
bors for their viewpoints. In this day when 
unilateral communication has become the 
fad, when the news commentator and poli- 
tical orator become the arbiters of truth, 
sell him personal enrichment, increased 
skills, self-development, happier children, 
wholesome recreation, entertainment, even 
sell him a quiet evening away from his wife 
if he needs it. Above all we must sell him 
on the dangers of ignorance in the kind of 
world we live in today. Sell him the library, 
as someone has described it, as an army wag- 
ing a battle in the communities, decreasing 
the dangerous mass of the ignorant and 
increasing the number of the informed and 
thoughtful. That is the basis of all selling. 





Not the visible product itself, but the by- 
product, the idea back of the product. How 
many citizens could give us a clear-cut ac- 
count of how he and his children stand to 
benefit by his support of the library. As I 
have said before, I suggest you not ask 
him because he may tell you. What would 
happen if the citizen, in rebelling against 
the burden of taxation, began to ask why 
a general tax for the library anyway; why 
not just a tax on the basis of the returns 
to the individual. 

You know that we live in a country that’s 
not notably devoted to reading or notably 
devoted to the pursuit of culture. You prob- 
ably read, as I did, in one of the pocket 
almanacs where a survey was made asking 
how many people were then reading books: 
21% were, 79% were not. This is some- 
thing that ought to jar us into action. Not 
that the library must just exist for the sake 
of existence but because the educational level 
of this country will suffer and because 
in our kind of world ignorance is dangerous. 
I know of no better note to end on, and 
no better way to answer our question, ‘why 
libraries?” than to quote from a speech 
Doctor Kenneth Dean of Boston University 
made to the National meeting of the Adult 
Education Association. He said, ‘‘the ability 
to think and act like real grown-ups could 
be the life or death factor in America’s fu- 
ture; to find our role in a new world of 
Soviet challenge, colonial rebellion, and de- 
structive armaments, will require of all our 
people, not just our leaders, the qualities 
of maturity, the wisdom to be dissatisfied 
with the way things are; to be bold is to 
attempt to change them, and to have the 
patience to do it in company with others 
who disagreed with us about how it should 
be done’. To me that answers the question 
“why libraries’’. 
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Federal Aid to Libraries 


By ESSAE M. CULVER 
State Librarian 


(Transcribed from the tape recording made 
at the 1957 LLA Convention) 


Federal Aid is not a new subject to many 
of us in Louisiana. I want to bring to your 
memory the factors back in the 20’s. The 
Chairman of the State Library Board, Mr. 
Modisette, proposed Federal Aid first at a 
Southwestern meeting in Oklahoma City. 
I think he proposed either a three or five 
million dollar Federal Aid bill, and do you 
know the librarians were just simply stun- 
ned. One librarian, administrator of a large 
public library, got up and said, ‘“Why, I just 
simply can’t think in such big terms as that 
much money”. Then it was proposed at a 
library meeting here in Louisiana at Lake 
Charles, and I remember one college librar- 
ian got up and ridiculed the amount of 
money that was being asked for and we all 
thought that he thought it was just too 
much, but he said afterwards it wasn’t nearly 
enough, but anyway the matter was proposed 
to librarians and they weren't ready for it. 
They didn’t accept it at all and didn’t en- 
dorse the idea. State aid was also proposed 
and I remember that Mr. Modisette pre- 
pared a brochure which was given to the 
Legislature, proposing that 10% of all the 
funds dedicated to public education be ap- 
propriated for library development. That 
shocked members of the Legislature because 
so many of them thought that a library was 
just an adjunct to a school or else it was 
just sort of a charitable proposition that 
the Women’s Clubs were interested in. So, 
you can see how far we have come in a 
comparatively short time in our thinking 
about libraries and their importance. I 
have been impressed by the fact that in pro- 
moting the Library Services Bill that it 
hasn’t been promoted just by public librar- 
ians, but by the whole profession. We are 
a young profession but that we have become 
mature rather rapidly, is shown by the fact 
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that all the librarians, special, college, school, 
public, every phase of library work have 
interested themselves in the Library Services 
Act, although it is designed to serve only 
the extreme rural population. Louisiana, to 
bring it down to home, has received volumes 
from Washington telling just exactly how a 
program should be set up, and how much 
money will be available, if and when. At 
Miami we were all quite excited when it 
was announced that the President had signed 
the Library Services Act. (1 remember that 
Mr. Adams and I began recruiting right 
away. We thought that the money was going 
to be available right after the first of July 
and that we could not waste any time at all 
in getting people because every other state 
was going to be recruiting people for this 
program. Now, wasn’t it fortunate that they 
weren't available immediately because the 
funds were not forthcoming until eight 
months later.) 


Of course, Louisiana has pioneered in 
developing a state program by means of 
demonstrations and nothing that progresses 
stands still and we have had to enlarge 
and improve on our program, but we do 
think with Federal Aid that in five years, 
that is if the whole amount is made avail- 
able, that we will be able to have a Parish 
library in every parish, and in addition we 
hope to have some Specialists in Reading 
to develop reading interests, and we hope 
that it’s going to benefit the whole profes- 
sion in Louisiana. I don’t believe that any 
one phase of library work will go ahead 
without waiting for all the other phases 
of library development. I think that the 
basic program with the rural communities 
is going to benefit the universities because 
pupils coming from the rural districts are 
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going to be much better prepared to do 
college work, is going to benefit the schools, 
is going to benefit the adults, and I think 
our whole population is going to be de- 
cidedly benefited by this program. I hope 
that you will do what you can to impress 





upon Legislature the need for the full 
amount. $40,000 would only provide about 
one demonstration in Louisiana. The full 
amount would make it possible for us to 
put on four or five demonstrations a year 
and, therefore, cover the state in five years. 





“he Library Services Act 


By JULIA BENNETT 
ALA, Washington, Office 


(Transcribed from the tape recording made 
at the LLA Convention, 1957) 


1956 was an important year for libraries, 
particularly public libraries. There were two 
things that made it outstanding—first, the 
passage of the Library Services Act, and 
then the issuance of the New Public Li- 
brary Standards. The Library Services Act 
provides us with a grant for the extension 
and development of public library services 
in our rural area, and the new standards 
provide us with the guide lines to carry 
out that development. Outstanding among 
the standards in relation to the Library 
Services Act is the one which speaks of 
larger units of service. Louisiana has been 
doing this sort of thing through its parish- 
wide development for a long time. But, 
there are not too many parts of the country 
that have been using the same method or 
using the larger unit of service either by 
county-wide library service or the develop- 
ment of regional libraries using several 
counties together in a multi-county unit. 

Now, what has happened since the Li- 
brary Services Act was passed? You re- 
member that the bill actually passed the 
House on May 8th last year and then it 
passed the Senate on June 6th and it was 
signed by the President on June 19th. Of 
course, there were a great many people who 
thought that the passage of the Act was the 
beginning and really the end, that once the 
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Act was passed everything was taken care 
of. Of course this is not true, because we 
must seek the appropriation of funds to 
implement the Act during its existence. And 
so the first duty that came about under the 
Library Services Act was to secure the funds 
for its implementation. Although the Act 
was signed on June 19th, it was quite some 
time before the budget request was sent from 
the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare, of which the library services 
branch is a part, to the Congress. In fact, 
it was so late getting to the Congress that 
the House had already continued the action 
on the final supplemental bill of last year 
and so the budget request reached the Sen- 
ate in the closing date of their hearing. 
The Senate was exceedingly favorable to 
our Act, had worked hard with us for its 
passage over a long period of time. We 
were fortunate that the Chairman of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee of the Senate 
was Mr. Hill, who had been our chief spon- 
sor for the ten years of our work in seeking 
its passage, so that Subcommittee very easily 
and very readily authorized or recommended 
the authorization and appropriation of the 
full seven and one-half million dollars for 
the grant program. It also recommended one 
hundred and forty thousand dollars for the 
Federal Administrations Act. The Senate 
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agreed and the bill passed the Senate with 
the $7,500,000 and $140,000 in it. Then it 
had to go to conference between the House 
and the Senate since the House had not had 
an opportunity to even consider the appro- 
priation on the Library Services Act, and a 
great many other bills, which had been 
passed in the closing days of the Congress. 
It had to weigh those funds and in confer- 
ence we came out with the sum of $2,050,- 
000 instead of the seven and a half million 
which had been voted through by the Senate. 
We were lucky, however, in the fact that 
the $140,000 was agreed to in conference 
and so there was no change in that sum. 
Now, this was a great blow, even though 
we heard the phrase coming out of the Con- 
ference Committee that this would be all 
of the money that could be used by Library 
Program before the first of the year, which 
gave us an opportunity to then come back 
for a supplemental after January of each 
year. As we began to work with the program 
we considered very seriously coming back 
for a supplemental, but as the months ex- 
tended themselves and federal administra- 
tive activity kept prolonging itself we real- 
ized that probably they were right, that we 
would not be able to spend the seven and 
a half million dollars before June 30th, even 
if we could get through a supplemental, and 
that’s when we decided that we would not 
go back for the supplemental this year for 
the first year of the program, but would put 
all of our efforts for the full amount for 
the second year. Two things were possible 
under the Federal Administrative Fund; first 
was the staffing which was necessary to 
carry out the program, and the providing 
for four regional conferences which were 
held in the Fall. Upon the invitation of the 
Commissioner of Education two persons 
from each of the state library agencies were 
invited to the four regional conferences in 
order that they might consider the Act, 
learn something of the background and 
thinking of the legal council as they worked 
for the regulation of the Act. To consider 
these regulations, to criticize them, to make 
Suggestions of ways in which they could be 
better worded for easier operation of the 
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program and to consider the other material 
which the government department must de- 
velop in order that the program could be 
put under way. These regional conferences 
to me were invaluable. It gave us a chance, 
us meaning the librarians, a chance to really 
consider the regulations and to show the 
legal council where they were wrong or 
where they were misguided as to their think- 
ing because, of course, the librarians were 
the ones who would carry out this program 
and knew exactly whether or not these re- 
gulations as developed by the Department 
were workable or not. I happened to be 
fortunate enough to go to all four of them 
and it was interesting to see that the cri- 
ticisms made in one regional conference 
were made in all regional conferences, so 
the legal council knew, and knew very clear- 
ly, which of the regulations were not exactly 
right, where changes were needed and so 
forth. It was after the four regional con- 
ferences that the final regulations and the 
other materials were issued. In fact, the 
regulations themselves were not issued until 
December 6th, and this is quite a while 
from June 19th when the bill was passed 
and July 28th when the appropriation was 
made. Many of the forms and other mate- 
rials which were issued to the state did not 
reach the state library agencies until the 
end of December. So, you see how long it 
takes to get a federal program underway, 
and I might tell you this, we have establish- 
ed almost a record. We have gotten under- 
way so much more rapidly then practically 
any other federal program that we have 
even amazed the legal council of the De- 
partment, so we should feel very proud even 
though it has been a long time since the 
bill passed before we actually saw the checks 
going out from the federal government 
to the states. 

Under the $2,050,000 allotted, each state 
can get only the basic amount, which is 
$40,000. 36 plans meaning 34 states and 2 
territorial plans are now on file with the 
library services branch. 22 of those have 
been approved and the checks have been 
issued and I am happy to say that Louisiana 
is among that 22. When I talked to John 
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Laurent, the Assistant Director, on Tuesday, 
I asked how many more are close to the 
stage where they will reach approval, and 
he said quite a number of the additional 
ones, so that probably by the time I go back 
there will be 8 or 10 additional ones which 
have received approval. Now, this is really 
quite a record and I think it refutes the 
one reason that the Administration used as 
a basis for its request for only $3,000,000 
for the second year, saying that the states 
were not ready. Here we are after only a 
very few months with 36 plans already on 
file with the Office of Education; it cer- 
tainly doesn’t seem to me that shows the 
states are sitting back and waiting. There 
will be other plans filed, we know. 

Now, where do we stand on the cur- 
rent appropriation battle? As I mentioned 
a minute ago, the President’s budget recom- 
mended $3,000,000. Now, I should say that 
the President’s budget is the budget which 
is submitted by the Bureau of the Budget 
and it becomes the President’s budget, and 
I doubt that the President himself even 
knows there were only $3,000,000 recom- 
mended for the Library Services Act pro- 
gram because it’s a very small item and the 
book is about three inches thick. But it was 
a blow to find that only $3,000,000 had 
been recommended instead of the full seven 
and a half million which is authorized by 
the Act, and, of course, the American Li- 
brary Association stated from the very be- 
ginning, as soon as it heard that this smaller 
amount had been recommended, that we 
would seek the full seven and a half mil- 
lion with everything that we had, and I 
can assure you we have been doing as well 
as we are able. Hearings before the Ap- 
propriations Committee started on February 
11th for the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare. ‘““HEW’’, as we call it in 
Washington, has three prongs and one of 
the prongs is the Office of Education, and 
the Library Services Branch is a part of the 
Office of Education. The HEW appropria- 
tion started on February 11th, but the 
Office of Education Officials did not get 
before the sub-committee until sometime 
around the 15th of February. Not only the 
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officials of the Office of Education, but also 
Mr. Dunbar, who is head of the Library 
Services Branch, appeared before the sub- 
committee and had an opportunity to speak 
for the program and to be asked questions 
about the Library Services Act Program. 
The American Library Association’s testi- 


mony came last Thursday afternoon. It’s | 


always nice when you have a hearing to have 
several people to speak for your program, 
and this is customary in most of the com- 
mittees’ hearings, but it is not customary 
with the House Appropriations Committee ; 
in fact, they do not welcome outsiders at 
all and as soon as we knew that the hear- 
ings would be coming I wrote to the Chair- 
man and asked that someone from our As- 
sociation might speak before them on the 
appropriations for the Library Services Act. 
I was granted time, and I happened to be 
the witness. We have a five member sub- 
committee; the Chairman of that sub-com- 
mittee is John Fogerty of Rhode Island. The 
other four members are: Henderson Lannan 
of Georgia, Winfield Denton of Indiana, 
John Taber of New York, and Melvin Laird 
of Wisconsin. It was a very friendly sub- 
committee. They heard me at 3:15 last 
Thursday afternoon, the last day of the 
hearing, practically the last witness. There 
was one other person that followed me. | 
was interested that when I went in the Na- 
tional Congress of Parent and Teachers’ 
Washington representative was speaking on 
their interest in the Office of Education’s 
program, and they put in a word for the 
Library Services Act in the course of their 
testimony. I think one of the most interest- 
ing things about the hearing was the fact 
that in the course of action on the Library 
Services Act program, I was told by the clerk 
that 25 members of the House asked to be 
heard in behalf of the Library Services Act 
program. This in itself is a very interesting 
thing and a very exciting thing because us- 
ually not: that many members get excited 
enough to ask personally to be heard. There 
were so many, in fact, that the clerk sug- 
gested that several of them file their state- 
ments because he was afraid that an over- 
abundance of testimony might be detri- 
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mental to our cause. So that quite a number 
of members did file statements while sev- 
eral appeared. I was not fortunate enough 
to get to hear any of them because, as I 
mentioned, it was an Executive Session. 
One of the things that I was able to say 
to the sub-committee when testifying last 
Thursday was that, while the Administration 
said that the states had not indicated their 
interest or their willingness to appropriate 
for matching funds for the Library Services 
Act, I thought that we had the best evidence 
to show that that was not quite a true state- 
ment. In the first place, when they made out 
their budgets not one cent had gone from 
the federal government to a state because the 
federal government itself took such a long 
time in getting the program underway. How 
could the states show that they wanted the 
money and could match the money if they 
did not have the necessary material in order 
to send their plans to the federal govern- 


ment? That we had at that time 34 states 
with plans in, 22 at that time had already 
been approved, and not only that, I had 
written to the State Library Agencies ask- 
ing them if the full amount of the funds 
were appropriated for the next fiscal year, 
“What portion of those funds could you 
match? Could you match the full amount? 
And if not, what portion of them could 
you match?” And, while I did not get a 
reply from every state, the ones that I 
heard from could match $6,701,000, and 
that was the best test that we could show 
that the states themselves were ready, and 
I believe that this made a decided impression 
on the members of the sub-committee and 
that chart was in my testimony and they 
have it to refer to. I think we are in a very 
exciting period with the Library Services 
Act and I hope that you enjoy it as much 
as I do as we work ahead with this pro- 
gram. 


sbouisiana Is “Waking Up Now! 


By J. O. MODISETTE 


Chairman of the Louisiana Library 
Commission 


(Reprinted from the Bulletin of the LLA, 


Vol. 1, No. 3, 


Nothing is closer to our hearts than edu- 
cation, especially of our youth. We spend 
more than twenty million dollars annually 
for schools and colleges—the formal proc- 
esses of education, making remarkable 
progress. But, we lag far behind in the 
matter of literacy among the states of the 
Union, being about third from the bottom. 
We spend annually less than two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars (1/80th) for 
libraries—the informal processes of educa- 
tion and culture. 

Of the more than two million souls in 
Louisiana, about one-fourth of them are 
educables or enrolled in schools and colleges. 
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Some of these are there for a brief time 
only, and none for more than about one- 
third of his life span. But, mental food is 
essential from the cradle to the grave. Yet, 
we content ourselves with spending less 
than a quarter of a million a year, to feed 
all the people lettered and unlettered. This 
is a very uneven picture. We should spend 
at least two million dollars a year for library 
service in Louisiana. 

The Citizens’ Library Movement organized 
April 24, 1937, at Shreveport, following a 
call issued by President James Monroe Smith 
of LSU in 1936 for the formation of such 
plans as would sponsor adult education and 
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library service in the State, has launched 
a campaign to carry the Message to Garcia, 
and it seeks State Aid for libraries. 

The Louisiana Library Commission is ask- 
ing for $350,000 a year for the next bi- 
ennium to be allocated as follows: 

1. For Commission’s overhead and _Li- 
brary State Capitol, $100,000 each year; 


2. For demonstration libraries on regional 
and parish basis, $100,000 each year; 

3. State Aid to existing libraries, organ- 
ized by law, directed by professionally train- 
ed librarians, extending services to regional 
and parish wide area, on approved plans by 
the Commission, $150,000 a year. 

Let’s go. 


bibrary Association 2,uarterlies: Some 
Facts on (oheir (Management 


By MARCO THORNE 


Assistant City Librarian 
San Diego Public Library 
San Diego, California 


The California Library Association which 
numbers well over 2,000 members has reg- 
ularly taken long glances at its expenses. 
This year has been no exception because 
we now find new needs that will use up 
more of our dues money. We, therefore, 
have looked for places where we could cut 
present expenses. As State Treasurer of the 
Association this writer was asked by the 
Executive Board to investigate the compara- 
tive costs of quarterly publications. CLA 
presently has two salaried persons, an Ex- 
ecutive Secretary who devotes full-time to the 
job and an editor of its California Librarian 
who gives part-time to his duties. The edi- 
tor is head librarian of a Southern Cali- 
fornia public library. 

We made a survey, keeping in mind that 
librarians have a bad habit of making sur- 
veys and this one better be very good or 
our name would be banished forever by 
future survey-answerers. We selected our 
publications by looking through Library Li- 
terature for those in larger states or picking 
those associations whose quarterlies were at 
hand for inspection. A few were selected 
that were publications of regional associa- 
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tions and one was the publication of a now- 
defunct ALA division. Replies came from 
the following library associations: Alabama, 
Florida, Idaho, Illinois, Division of Cata- 
loging and Classification (ALA), Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Pacific Northwest Library Association, South- 
western Library Association, Texas. 

We asked questions on method of ap- 
pointment and tenure of the editor, whether 
he was a practicing librarian and if any 
salary paid to him. We asked about solici- 
tation of advertisements, the size of cir- 
culation, costs of publication, amount of ad- 
vertising revenue and how associations made 
up publication-cost deficits. 

For the most part the editors are ap- 
pointed either by the president of the asso- 
ciation or by the executive board or by 
both in coordinate action. Appointments 
are mostly by the year with the option of 
being renewed. Some appointments are in- 
definite. North Carolina makes a biennial 
appointment ; the editor of the Texas Library 
Journal is appointed by the chairman of the 
Publications Committee with the approval 
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of the president. Wisconsin has no separate 
Association bulletin. The Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin issued by the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission carries news of the Asso- 
ciation; the editor for the news is appointed 
by the Association president. 

We found that the editors were all prac- 
ticing librarians with the following excep- 
tions: Michigan’s is a retired librarian; New 
York’s is a former librarian who is now a 
free-lance editor; Texas’ is a faculty mem- 
ber of a Texas Library School. 

Money goes by several names; in some 
states it is called an editor’s salary and in 
others it is an honorarium. To start with, 
Wisconsin, Ohio, Missouri, North Carolina, 
Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Southeastern, Texas, 
Alabama, Idaho and Journal of Cataloging 
and Classification pay nothing. PNLA gives 
a $100 annual honorarium; Illinois has paid 
the editor's expenses to the annual associa- 
tion conference and to spring Board meet- 
ings only; Massachusetts pays $200 a year; 
Michigan combines Executive Secretary and 
editor into one position. New York pays $30 
an issue plus $50 maximum expenses; Cali- 
fornia pays $100 per month or $300 an issue 
plus expenses to executive board meetings. 
Florida pays $75 per issue. 


We found that advertisements were soli- 


cited by business managers in Alabama, Lou- 
isiana, Massachusetts, Missouri, Southeast- 
ern, and Texas. Illinois and PNLA each 
have an advertising manager. All above are 
not paid. California has a non-paid adver- 
tising committee. Michigan has a business 
manager who receives $25 per issue. No 
advertisements appear in the bulletins of 
Wisconsin, Journal of Cataloging and Clas- 
sification, North Carolina, New York. 
Idaho’s Ohio’s and Florida’s editors solicit 
advertisements. Pennsylvania’s business man- 
ager is also assistant editor. However, we 
know from the experience of California’s 
editor that the editor becomes heavily in- 
volved with advertisement layout and often 
with preparation of ad copy. 

Circulation varies widely and is an indica- 
tion of membership: Alabama 600; Cali- 
fornia 2,500; Florida 750; Illinois 2,379; 
JCC 3,200; Louisiana 1,000; Massachusetts 
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1,200; Michigan 1,800-1,850; Missouri 
900; New York 2,500; North Carolina 800; 
Ohio 1,700; PNLA 1,000; Pennsylvania 
1,150; Southeastern 1,400; Texas 1,500. 

Yearly costs of publication may be of in- 
terest here: Alabama $1,455 (printing 
only); California $7,439 (including pub- 
lication costs and salary of editor) ; Florida 
$3,000 ; Idaho $1,000; Illinois $2,054; Jour- 
nal of Cataloging and Classification $4,500 
for printing; Louisiana $2,000; Massachu- 
setts $1,271 including a portion of editor's 
salary; Michigan $2,500; Missouri $1,600; 
New York $1,700; North Carolina $4,000- 
5,000; Ohio $2,000; Pennsylvania $1,210; 
PNLA $3,997 for printing; Southeastern 
$1,200-1,300; Texas $2,400. Advertising 
revenue, where received, was as follows: 
Alabama $1,001; California $3,700; Florida 
$2,700; Illinois $667; Louisiana $1,200; 
Massachusetts $1,127; Michigan $1,000; 
Missouri $500; PNLA $768; Ohio $900; 
Pennsylvania $644; Southeastern $1,200. 
New York, Journal of Cataloging and Clas- 
sification, North Carolina, Wisconsin have 
no advertising revenue. Deficits in publica- 
tion costs are made up from general funds, 
planned budgeting, or definite allotments 
from individual dues. 

Some facts other than asked were also 
received. Illinois is ceasing publication of 
the ILA Record with the April 1957 issue 
and is relying on the state library publica- 
tion, Illinois Libraries, to carry Association 
announcements. This is as done in Wiscon- 
sin and in a few other states where state 
association and state library authority com- 
bine publications. Massachusetts quarterly 
is now known as the Bay State Librarian. 
The Wisconsin Library Association pays for 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin to be sent 
to its members. The president of Wisconsin 
Library Association also issues a presi- 
dential newsletter which is sent out at 
irregular intervals. North Carolina has a 
unique arrangement whereby a commercial 
bindery subsidizes the publication. 

Handling of some of the quarterlies that 
we could obtain for inspection indicated 
that they were made up on smooth paper 
stock and were very neat and readable in 
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appearance. Some had attractive picture 
covers and some had nice-looking permanent 
designs on their covers. As might be ex- 
pected, news of the association or of librar- 
ians in the state or region seemed to pre- 
dominate the pages in the form of notes, 
convention news, district meeting programs 
and the like. Occasionally we found an arti- 
cle on a universal phase of librarianship 
not related to the state or region alone. What 
seems so sad is that all librarians cannot 
see all state publications. After making this 
survey this writer felt that there are several 
items of research to be done. A good proj- 
ect would be for extensive study of state, 
regional and similar library associations and 
their organization and operation. Secondly, 
we need a publication which would digest 
and regularly issue a comprehensive review 
or republication of outstanding and signi- 
ficant articles in state publications. This is 


not done normally by any of the major 
national library journals. There is a wealth 
of good information and thought that is 
being lost because state and regional pub- 
lications have limited circulation. Yet, the 
state and regional publication are highly 
important because they provide the only 
means that some papers have of reaching 
readers. 

State publications also reveal the im- 
portance of state associations to librarian- 
ship. No matter the size or scope of national 
library groups, it is the state association 
which binds together librarians who operate 
under the same sets of laws and who hold 
pride in their local communities. It seems 
up to the state association to support its 
publication by having a good editor with a 
decent expense account who can lead its 
librarians with a regular compilation of ori- 
ginal published thought on librarianship. 


National Library “Week: March 16-22 


GILBERT W. CHAPMAN 


Chairman, National Book Committee, Inc. 


You may have heard or read the an- 
nouncement that the National Book Com- 
mittee is organizing an intensive reading- 
promotion campaign which will culminate 
in National Library Week, March 16-22, 
1958. The May issue of the Wilson Library 
Bulletin contains an editorial on this project, 
urging the librarians to cooperate. I am writ- 
ing now to tell key library leaders more 
about our plans and enlist your help. 

The campaign we are launching will focus 
public attention on the importance of read- 
ing in our lives and the value of libraries of 
all kinds, from the home library to the pub- 
lic library. The theme for National Library 
Week is WAKE UP AND READ! 

The American Library Association, the 
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American Book Publishers Council, the 
American Booksellers Association, the Chil- 
dren’s Book Council and other groups con- 
cerned with America’s reading habits have 
pledged full cooperation. National civic, 
cultural, and fraternal organizations, busi- 
ness groups, and labor unions will be invited 
to join in support of Library Week. All 
communications media will be approached 
in an effort to have every aspect of reading 
presented to all segments of the public dur- 
ing Library Week. The “togetherness” of 
reading aloud in the family; how to arrange 
books and magazines effectively in the home; 
the extension and. improvement of library 
services ; the contributions of serious reading 
to career advancement — these and other 
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themes will be featured in periodicals and 
broadcasts during Library Week. 


Library Week committees will be set up in 
states and cities. A comprehensive promo- 
tion kit will be made available. Posters and 
other display materials will be included, to- 
gether with suggestions for a wide variety 
of local activities to mark Library Week in 
schools, colleges, stores, homes, and clubs 
as well as public, school, and college libra- 
ries. 


The early phases of the compaign have 
already started. The National Book Com- 
mittee, with offices at 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, New York, is expanding its 
staff to handle the program. The Lynn Far- 
nol group is serving as public relations con- 
sultants. A budget goal of $100,000 will be 
met through contributions from book, maga- 
zine, and newspaper publishers; paper and 
printing machinery manufacturers, printers 
and book manufacturers; and library sup- 
pliers. Libraries can contribute something 
more essential than dollars to this program. 
They are vital to its success, and it in turn 
offers libraries a tremendous opportunity for 
improving their own public relations. 

The National Book Committee recognizes 
that any educational and promotional cam- 
paign needs a local agency willing and able 
to serve as the focal point for community 
action and attention. The network of libra- 
ries that covers the country is the ideal foun- 
dation for a reading-promotion effort. A 
program centered in libraries can reach out 
through many community associations which 
libraries enjoy with schools, clubs, book- 
stores, etc., amd can embrace the idea of 
reading in the home, reading in the school, 
reading for adult education, and all the 
other many aspects of reading in our lives. 
Therefore, library cooperation will be one of 
the chief resources which the National Li- 
brary Week director will seek to enlist. The 
National Book Committee is greatly en- 
couraged by the enthusiasm for this project 


which has already been shown by officials of 
the American Library Association and other 
lenders in the profession. 

The reasons for this library support lie, of 
course, in the potentialities which National 
Library Week holds for library service in 
general and reading in particular. Many of 
the problems facing libraries today, as well 
as many broad social problems involving the 
use of books, can be interpreted to the public 
through a Library Week in ways that will 
benefit libraries. This is spelled out in the 
original ‘blueprint’ for National Library 
Week, prepared by Lynn Farnol as a basis 
for the National Book Committee’s decision 
to go ahead with this project. 

I hope that every state library agency, 
every state library association, and every in- 
dividual library will start now to develop an 
equally comprehensive and detailed plan for 
its participation in National Library Week. 
With your enthusiastic cooperation, I am 
confident that tremendous results can be 
achieved. 





OVEY TRAHAN NAMED LA. 
CHAIRMAN NATIONAL 
LIBRARY WEEK 


Mr. Ovey Trahan, of Winnfield, 
president of the Winn Parish Library 
Board, has accepted the invitation of 
Gilbert W. Chapman, chairman of the 
National Book Committee, to serve as 
Louisiana chairman of NATIONAL 
LIBRARY WEEK, March 16-22, 
1958. 


Announcement of the members of 
the state committee will be made at a 
later date, as will plans for Louisi- 
ana’s participation in this important 
event. 


Slogan for NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK is “Wake Up and Read”. 
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That funds being contributed by 
Junior Chamber of Commerce groups 
from all over the United States will 
be used to construct a library building 
in Louisiana's storm-destroyed town of 
Cameron has been announced by Miss 
Essae M. Culver, Louisiana State 
Librarian, who says that the State 
Library will provide everything else 
needed to give the courageous people 
of the area a two-year library demon- 
stration without cost to the parish. 


Harry D. Crosby, president of the 
Lake Charles Jaycees, is chairman of 
the Cameron Relief Fund of the U.S. 
Junior Chamber. 


Mr. Crosby and Miss Sallie Farrell, 
Field Representative of the Louisiana 
State Library, met with the Cameron 
Police Jury on Sept. 3rd, at which time 
their proposed library program was 





News on File 


accepted unanimously by the Jury. The 
parish will provide land for the build- 
ing site. Compliance with Louisiana 
law was made by the Jury’s adoption 
of an ordinance of library establish- 
ment. 


Miss Culver states that the plan is 
to have library service in the whole 
of Cameron Parish by the spring of 
1958, with the State Library providing 
the books, a library staff, furniture and 
equipment, and miscellaneous supplies 
and expenses. A bookmobile, also pro- 
vided by the State Library, will carry 
library services to people living out- 
side the town of Cameron. 

The St. Bernard Library Demonstration, 
Louisiana’s 46th parish library, began serv- 
ice August Ist, the books being distributed 
through the library in Chalmette and the 
parish-wide bookmobile service, which takes 
the place of branch libraries in that parish, 
reports Miss Bess Vaughan, parish librar- 
ian. Charles Pearson, Jr., of Poydras, has 
been elected president of the St. Bernard 
library board. 


Formal opening of the Kinder branch of 
the Allen Parish library demonstration will 
take place Nov. Ist according to Mrs. 
Marietta Edens, parish librarian, who says 
that it will be located in the Cappel Me- 
morial Building, formerly the Kinder Hos- 
pital. This demonstration opened last April 
and in late August the parish passed a 
library maintenance tax of 4 mills to assure 
library services there for the next 10 years. 


A new type of demonstration will be 
inaugurated this winter by the Louisiana 
State Library when a portion of the funds 
provided by the Library Services Act will 
furnish 2 bookmobiles and accompanying 
personnel to serve rural readers in Caddo 
Parish, a supplementary service for the 
Shreve Memorial Library. The mobile units, 
to be provided to the parish for 1 year on 
a trial basis, will be used in sections where 
library branches are not now located and 
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will serve an additional 10,000 white per- 
sons now without library facilities, and 
20,000 Negroes. Purpose of the demonstra- 
tion is to see whether or not it is practical 
and efficient to use bookmobiles in rural 
areas in place of branch deposit stations. 
The Caddo Parish police jury has voted to 
accept the State Library’s offer of the book- 
mobiles on a year’s trial basis. Miss Kathryn 
Adams, Field Consultant, LSL, made the 
survey of the parish’s available library facil- 
ities. 

An autumn guest at the Louisiana State 
Library was Miss Virginia Owens, Field 
Librarian, Extension Division, Oklahoma 
State Library, who came to observe the 
functioning of Louisiana’s highly developed 
parish library demonstration program, and 
the Extension Department’s work in pre- 
paring books for the demonstrations. Okla- 
homa, which has never had a demonstration 
program, is planning to inaugurate one with 
funds received from the Library Services 
Act. 

Miss Essae M. Culver, State Librarian, has 
called attention to National Book Week, 
Nov. 17-23, having as its theme this year 
“Explore With Books’, a slogan which fits 
in well with the Library’s reading program, 
which also encourages exploration in many 
fields of reading. Since the Reading Certi- 
ficate project began in 1932, there have been 
17,517 people in Louisiana who have ful- 
filled the requirement of reading at least 12 
books during a year in a variety of fields, 
only one of which may be fiction, in order 
to earn certificates signed by the Governor 
and Miss Culver. Traditionally these reading 
certificates are presented at ceremonies held 
in the various parish libraries during Book 
Week in November. 

Last year Winn Parish led the state in the 
number of certificates earned, with Catahoula 
second, and Claiborne third. 

The State Library's Booklet, ‘Suggested 
Reading for 1957-1958”, entitled PEOPLE, 
PLACES AND THINGS, will be available 
for distribution, on request, during Book 
Week. 


Other special events being promoted this 
fall by the State Library include NATION- 
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AL NEWSPAPER WEEK, Oct. 1-8; NA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION WEEK, Nov. 
10-16; and November as ASIAN MONTH, 
sponsored by UNESCO and having as its 
theme a subject that librarians can do much 
to advance, namely, ‘Asia and the USS.; 
What the American Citizen Can Do to 
Promote Mutual Understanding and Co- 
operation.” 

James W. Dyson, editor of the La. Union 
Catalog Project, has reported to the State 
Library that he has had very satisfactory 
responses from 28 libraries which have as- 
sisted him by providing cards for Louisiana 
Items, and he is very appreciative of their 
cooperation. Nineteen public libraries have 
responded, but there are still 28 to be heard 
from, however. Nine college and special 
libraries have cooperated, so far. 

Friends of Miss Mary M. Harris of 
Fresno, Calif., are delighted to welcome 
her back to Louisiana State Library for a 
6 months period. From 1937 until her retire- 
ment in 1954 Miss Harris served as director 
of the LSL Extension Department. Active 
in the development of public library service 
in Louisiana from 1925 until 1954, she 
served in various library capacities in this 
state, including 6 years as librarian in 
Webster Parish. 

This fall she is spending some time in 
St. Bernard Parish assisting with the State 
Library’s newest library demonstration. 

Mrs. Bob R. Jones of Clinton has been 
named a member of the State Library Board, 
succeeding Mr. James L. Love, whose term 
expired in August. Mr. Love has served as 
chairman of the Board from the time he 
was appointed to serve on it in 1952. 

Miss Sallie J. Farrell, Field Representa- 
tive of the Louisiana State Library, was a 
guest speaker at the annual convention of 
the Arkansas Library Association, held in 
Little Rock Oct. 6-8, appearing on the pro- 
gram of the first general session Oct. 7th 
and before the Public, County and Regional 
Section on October 8. 

On Oct. 12th Miss Farrell and Miss 
Vivian Cazayoux, head of the Film Depart- 
ment, LSL, left on a 2 weeks vacation to 
Mexico. 
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Miss Farrell was also on the program 
of the Annual convention of the Louisiana 
Teen-Age Librarians’ Association held at 
Louisiana State University Sept. 9th. 

Mrs. Edith Atkinson, librarian of the 
Louisiana Collection, LSL, spoke on Oct. 4th 
before representatives of 12 parish libraries 
in Northeast Louisiana at their area meeting 
held in Bastrop, telling them about the 
Collection, what it is, how it is handled, and 
what services are available. 

Katherine James, Public Relations, LSL, 
spoke at the District Workshop of the PTA 
held in Baton Rouge in September, telling 
the delegates about the Juvenile Book Ex- 
hibits and other materials for programs that 
are available thru their libraries. 

Mrs. Lola Cooper Gates, who has been 
acting as assistant librarian to Mrs. Marietta 
Edens, librarian for the State Library’s Allen 
Parish Library Demonstration, has resigned. 
Her place has been taken by Mrs. Georgia 
Greeson, a graduate of the LSU Library 
School, who has recently been librarian of 
the Phillips County Library in Helena, Ark- 
ansas. Her library experience includes work 
in the North Arkansas Regional Library, the 
Los Angeles Public Library and the Mexico 
City College Library. 

The Louisiana shelf lists of Louisiana 
State University, New Orleans Public and 
Tulane have been filmed and compilation has 
begun, it was reported by Miss Norma Dur- 
and, cataloger Stephens Memorial Library, 
and chairman of the Union Catalog Com- 
mittee. 


Miss Kate Wallach, LSU Law Librarian, 
reports that the WLSU Radio and Television 
Department has edited the film produced 
by its department in 1955 on the intricacies 
of legal research. It is now ready for use 
in the course in legal bibliography. The film 
describes the various stages of research on 
an automobile accident case which happened 
in Louisiana. A dazed driver, who was hand- 
ed a gun by his rescuer, shot it off at the 
rescuer, injuring him. The film is called 
“Shot in the Dark.” Miss Wallach says, 
while the film needs much more going over 
before it is useful to anybody else, and 
technical difficulties,due to the use of a 
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camera which combines sound and picture 
taking in one operation, need to be ironed 
out, use of the film is a beginning of an 
attempt to make library research demonstra- 
tions “more palatable to the students.” 


The Louisiana State Library reports that 
progress is being made on the Union Cata- 
log of Louisiana Items, now being compiled. 
Working for two months this summer with 
Dr. James Dyson of Loyola, director of the 
project, is Mrs. Elaine Ducote, librarian of 
the high school in Rayne, La. 

At the 3rd anriual Louisiana Conference 
on Adult Education, held at LSU, a perma- 
nent Adult Education Association of Lou- 
isiana was formed to replace the former 
Adult Education Council and a 21 member 
executive committee was chosen to repre- 
sent both public and private agencies, and 
members-at-large. This committee named 
Miss Vivian Cazayoux, head of LSL’s Film 
Dept., as president for the coming year. 

“The problem is to find the common 
ground between the adult educators and the 
people who need to be helped,” said Dr. 
Per Stensland of Texas, conference con- 
sultant, who aided the conference group in 
exploring some of the methods which have 
proved successful in adult education. Eight 
parish librarians, as well as State Library 
and LSU Library School staff, took part in 
the conference. 


St. Martin remains enthusiastic about its 
library services, for this spring it set another 
record—that of four new buildings dedi- 
cated in one year . . . a headquarters in St. 
Martinville and a library in Breaux Bridge 
as well as Journet and Carver Negro 
branches in those same towns. 


The new LSU library building has now 


reached the stage where brick, corresponding | 


to the color of the other campus buildings, 
is being put on. The large area of glass in 
the building will allow only a minimum 
of outside brick walls. Reports are that, 
although conforming to surrounding build- 
ings and scenery, it will definitely be a 
modern building. 


Finishing date has been set for December, 
1957. Installation of furniture, stacks and 
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a number of other details will probably 
put the moving date sometime in May, 1958. 


an Library trainees are invited to apply for 

(ra- J participation in a training program which 
ft combines work in an active, modern univer- 

hat ff} sity library with a study for an advanced 

ata- degree at LSU. Twelve hours of classes may 

ed. 

ith § anne 
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Ou- Mr. Ovey Trahan was re-elected President 
ner of the Winn Parish Library Board of Con- 
ber trol. Other officers re-elected were Mrs. 
re. §  G.L. White, Vice-President; and Mr. J. G. 
ind Russell, Jr., Treasurer. Miss Evelyn Billings, 
1ed Winnfield Branch Assistant, spent a delight- 


Im fF ful vacation in Florida. ‘An excellent con- 
ference in every way’’ was the report of Mrs. 
on Rubie M. Hanks, Librarian, who attended 


the the pre-conference Adult Education Institute, 
Dr. F the Workshop of the American Association 
yn- of Library Trustees and the ALA Annual 
in Conference in Kansas City. 

ive On June 4th, citizen taxpayers of Vernon 
ht Parish voted to levy a 314 mill tax for ten 
ary years for library support and maintenance. 
in This will yield approximately $35,000 an- 


nually. Votes were 273 for and 44 against; 
$407,555 for and $86,715 against. At the 





bi same time the voters passed .a 4 mill tax for 
di- two years to erect and equip a library build- 
St. ing for the Leesville Branch and Headquar- 
ge ters. Preliminary plans for the building were 
al shown at a special meeting of the Board 
. September 10th by Mr. W. J. Miller and 
Mr. T. Clayton Smith of Miller-Smith Asso- 
w Fl ciates, Baton Rouge, architects for the build- 
"8. § ing. An audio-visual meeting room is to be 
BS included in the contemporary style building, 
we which will also house the bookmobile. Mrs. 
te Sue Winfree Nicholas joined the staff as 
m, headquarters assistant replacing Mrs. Mary 
d- Bass who left to join her husband at his 
. military station in Kansas. Mr. Peter S. An- 
derson of Leesville was appointed by the 
er, Parish Police Jury to fill the unexpired term 
nd of his brother, Paul, when the latter moved 
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be taken while a trainee works 20 hours a 
week in the Library. In addition to a full 
month’s leave, a trainee will be given brief 
vacations at Christmas and in the spring. 
Applications for the traineeships should 
be made to the Director of Libraries, Lou- 
isiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 





Public Library News 


out of the parish. The new Library Board 
member is a leading businessman in the com- 
munity, has been active in civic affairs, and 
is District Attorney for the 30th Judicial 
District. 

The Farmerville Jaycee and Jaycee Janes 
are very active supporters of the Union Par- 
ish Library, reports Miss Kathryn Arnold, 
Librarian. 

Miss Peggy Bennett, a graduate of Missis- 
sippi State College for Women, is the new 
assistant librarian in the Terrebonne Parish 
Library, replacing Miss Marie Toups, who 
resigned in April to become Mrs. J. D. Mc- 
Guirt. Miss Bennett has had several years 
of experience including three years as Assist- 
ant Librarian in the Children’s Department 
of the Birmingham Public Library. Her most 
recent position was at Millsaps College in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The Terrebonne Parish Library is grieved 
to report the loss of the chairman of its Li- 
brary Board of Control, Mrs. Floyd Bourg, 
who was killed in an automobile accident 
near Beeville, Texas, on August 24, while 
returning from a vacation in Mexico. Mrs. 
Bourg had been chairman of the Board since 
the founding of the Parish Library, was one 
of the original Library Club who started a 
small library in Houma and later worked for 
the establishment of the parish-wide system, 
and was always sincerely interested in better 
library service. As chairman of the Board, 
she was instrumental in the construction of 
the present library building in Houma and 
worked hard to have it as fine as possible. 
The Terrebonne Parish Police Jury has ap- 
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pointed Miss Effie Breaux to fill the vacancy 
on the Board. Miss Breaux is a teacher of 
English in the Terrebonne High School, and 
was also one of the members of the Library 
Club, serving as its president at the time the 
parish library was established. 


The Tangipahoa Parish Library will play 
host to the fall meeting of the Tri-Parish 
Library meeting, sponsored by Washington, 
St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parish Li- 
braries. This annual event is scheduled for 
November 27 at the Amite Branch. A time- 
ly and entertaining program has been ar- 
ranged and lunch will be served at the annex 
of the First Methodist Church. Mrs. Cam- 
mie Stafford has replaced Mrs. Lynn Allen 
in the Independence Branch. Lynn resigned 
to attend Southeastern Louisiana College 
where she is majoring in English. Miss Cam- 
mie is no stranger to the Branch, having 
previously worked there for several years. 
Charles Bennett, a 16 year old student of 
Woodland High School, has designed and 
painted a display for the library to enter at 
the Tangipahoa Parish Fair. The theme of 
the booth is “Once Upon a Time” and 
Charles, who studied in New York this sum- 
mer, has drawn a host of life-size Disney- 
land type characters which will be displayed 
in 3D fashion. 

Mrs. Dorothy Crockett is the new Slidell 
Branch Assistant replacing Mrs. Beth Flem- 
ing. The St. Tammany Parish Library spon- 
sored a drive for old books to sell. Proceeds 
of $181.00 were donated to the Cameron 
Parish Relief Fund for hurricane victims. 


Besides response from parish citizens, books © 


were donated by New Orleans News, Ameri- 
can Lending Library and Jenkins Book Com- 
pany. 

The St. Mary Parish Library recommended 
the purchase of a building site for a branch 
library building in Berwick, and the Police 
Jury is in the process of purchasing the site. 
Mr. Marvin Keenze, a student at West- 
minster Choir College, Princeton, New Jer- 
sey, joined the staff as bookmobile driver 
and headquarters assistant for the summer. 
Mr. Keenze gave many talks on the Far 
East, Near East, and Europe which he toured 
as a member of the Westminster Choir. The 
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trip was sponsored by the U. S. State De- 
partment as a part of its Cultural Relations 


program. Miss Rosalie Jumonville, Libra-— 


rian at Centerville High School, worked as 
substitute in various branches of the parish 
during vacation. Wedding bells were much 
in evidence during the early summer when 
Miss Mary Ellen Tilley, Librarian, became 
Mrs. Bronislaw N. Janowski and Miss Mari- 
lyn Chauvin, Library Assistant, became Mrs. 
Charles Ray Como. 


The Pointe Coupee Library arranged an 
exhibit of books, periodicals, pamphlets, and 
articles for the International Day Tea spon- 
sored by the Lettsworth Demonstration Club 
and staged in the Innis High School Gym. 
Reading Certificates were awarded to 389 
boys and girls during the last week of 
school. The Police Jury had the Headquar- 
ters airconditioned. 

Mrs. B. W. Biedenharn, Chairman of the 
Board of Control, and Miss Frances Fland- 
ers, Librarian, Ouachita Parish Library, at- 
tended the ALA Conference in Kansas City. 
Mrs. Biedenharn represented the Trustees of 
Louisiana at the first National Assembly of 
the American Association of Library Trus- 
tees. Miss Flanders appeared on the pro- 
gram of the Architecture Committee of the 
Public Library Division and presented the 
plans for the headquarters building. The Li- 
brary received the John Cotton Dana Award 
for publicity in the category of County Li- 
braries serving populations between 25,000 
and 100,000. The citation read ‘‘for using 
every possible means of publicity in the suc- 
cessful passage of a bond issue for the erec- 
tion of library buildings.’”’ Miss Flanders 
and Mrs. Biedenharn visited the Topeka and 
Dallas Public Libraries enroute home. Mrs. 
Julia King Avants, a recent graduate of 
Northwestern Louisiana College with a ma- 
jor in library science, is a new staff member. 
The contract for the construction of the 
West Monroe Branch was awarded to F. C. 
Eason Construction Company and work has 
begun. The building is to be of solid brick 
masonry construction. The area is 8,500 
square feet and it will be airconditioned. The 
Bookmobile and Carver Branch were recent- 
ly air conditioned. The Police Jury will re- 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 








Edd 








‘Vv — Fy we . 











ceive bids for the headquarters building and 
for furniture and equipment for the West 
Monroe Branch at its October meeting. 

The Friends of the New Orleans Public 
Library held its annual meeting in the 
spring. A panel discussion ‘Business Looks 
to Library Books” was held with representa- 
tives from the Business and Professional 
Woman’s Club, the Chamber of Commerce, 
International House and the Young Men’s 
Business Club participating. The Mayor 
proclaimed a “Friends of the Public Library 
Week” and in return was presented with 
a specially inscribed gold key to the library. 
The Library League, under the direction of 
Mrs. W. G. Fisher, president, has initiated 
a campaign of gift books using the slogan 
“Give a book to the Public Library in mem- 
ory of a loved one.” The Architects have 
set June 15, 1958, as completion date for 
the new building. Many gifts are being 
received for it. The Gentilly Lions Club 
has presented a display case; the League of 
Jewish Women, a check for $100 in honor 
of Mrs. Joseph E. Friend, distinguished 
civic leader and long-time library booster ; 
Plasti-Co, a local unit of Junior Achieve- 
ment sponsored by the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., a check for $175 to be applied 
to furnishing the Young Adult department ; 
and the Young Men’s Business Club a check 
for $250 for “helping to furnish the new 
Main Library.” The Mayer Broadmoor Li- 
brary was completely renovated. Its new 
look includes a canopy-covered entrance and 
the installation of aluminum mesh screens 
covering the plate glass windows to cut the 
glare but provide two-way visibility. Libra- 
rian John Hall Jacobs visited the Jackson- 
ville, Florida, Public Library and addressed 
their Friends’ annual meeting. He prepared 
a survey of the Miami Beach, Florida, Li- 
brary. At ALA, he attended meetings of 
the International Relations Committee. 

Among travellers to Europe this summer 
were Mrs. Elizabeth Maught of the Archives 
Department, and Mrs. Ruth Parnell, Library 
Assistant at Nix Branch. Mr. Ernest Brin, 
Librarian of the Canal Branch, made his 
annual visit to Mexico and Miss Carmel 
Kuebel, Librarian of the Blind Department, 
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also visited that country again. Miss Ren- 
aud, head of the Adult Department, flew to 
California, visiting in Sacramento and San 
Francisco. Mrs. Melbarose Manuel, libra- 
rian of the Nora Navra Library, attended 
the University of Havana, Cuba; and Miss 
Marilyn Woodward, Librarian of the La- 
Hache Music Library, attended summer ses- 
sions of the University of Michigan Library 
School. Miss Anna May McCurdy and Mrs. 
Ellen Warren, Branch Librarians, visited 
New York City and the northeastern states ; 
Mrs. Andrea Campbell of the Adult Depart- 
ment visited her former home in New 
Hampshire; Miss Noelle McGoey of the 
Order Department traveled through the 
Western states and California; and Mrs. 
Bernice Zibilich of the Order Department 
visited Mexico. New staff members include 
Miss Leila Rossner and Miss Ruth Wall 
at the Mayer Broadmoor Library; Miss 
Helen Griffith, Library Assistant at the 
Mayer Gentilly Library; Mrs. Martha Jean 
Leath Dossat, University of Alabama grad- 
uate, Assistant on the Bookmobile; and Mrs. 
Helen H. Sapp, formerly of the Shreve 





L. L. A. CONVENTION NEWS 


The 1958 convention of the L. L. A. 
will be held at the Washington-Youree 
Hotel in Shreveport March 20-22. 


Among the speakers at General Ses- 
sions are Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director 
of Libraries, University of Alabama, and 
Mr. John H. Noyes, Research and Public 
Relations Department, Dupont Company. 
Dr. Hoole will also talk to the College 
and Reference Section. Miss Emily Kim- 
brough, author of numerous books, in- 
cluding So Near and Yet So Far, will 
speak at the Book Dinner. For the final 
session there will be a panel discussion 
on Religion, Philosophy, Government 
and Literature. 


For hotel reservations fill out, clip and 
mail the reservation card on the back 
cover. 
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Memorial Library and the Springhill Ele- 
mentary School Library, Assistant in the 
Archives Department. Mrs. Margaret B. 
Sabadie, who has held many professional 
positions in local libraries, is now a mem- 
ber of the Archives Department, replacing 
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Sanders, resigned. 
Bobby Joe Smith, a former member of the 
Shreve Memorial Library Staff, C. Lee Sens, 
Jr., and Mrs. Mina Lea Sinske Crais, a 
former staff member, are in the Catalog de- 
partment. 

The New Orleans Great Books Program 
begins its 1957-8 season in October. Miss 
Jean Cobb, Assistant in charge of the brows- 
ing and newspaper division of the Howard- 
Tilton Memorial Library, has been employed 
by the Great Books Foundation to serve 
as co-ordinator for the New Orleans area. 
She plans to visit communities in the South 
Louisiana-Mississippi areas which have in- 
dicated a definite interest in instituting 
Great Books Discussion Units, and inquiries 
should be directed to her at 1515 Valmont 
Street, New Orleans 15. 


The personal library of the late Robert 
Tallant has been presented to the Library. 
In the collection are many autographed pres- 
entation copies of books by prominent au- 
thors in this country and abroad, a com- 
plete set of the various editions of Mr. Tal- 
lant’s own books, many out-of-print titles on 
Louisiana history, and other source books 
and materials used by the author in his 
writing. A collection of sheet music pub- 
lished in New Orleans between 1854 and 
1865 has been presented anonymously. The 
collection contains many examples of sheet 
music printed during the Civil War and 
compositions by Theodore Von LaHache, 
well-known nineteenth century musician in 
whose memory the LaHache Music Library 
was established and endowed in 1949 and 
1950 by Mr. and Mrs. Theo. V. Martinez. 
Another gift of unique importance is the 
collection of several thousand bookplates, 
presented by Dr. W. Rogers Brewster. The 
bookplates were from the collection of the 
late Mrs. Elizabeth Goelet Rogers Palfrey, 
well-known local artist, and her sister, Miss 
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Jane Grey Rogers, formerly librarian of the 
Tulane Medical School. The Archives De- 
partment is presently engaged in an ambi- 
tious project of microfilming New Orleans 
City Directories. The Libraries of Loyola 
University, Tulane University and the Uni- 
versity are lending volumes missing from 
the Library’s collection and the Library has 
advertised for nineteenth century years still 
missing. 

The LaSalle Parish Library Board of Con- 

trol purchased a corner lot in the town of 
Jena as a possible site of a future library 
building. Mrs. Cecil T. Gaddis, Librarian, 
reports there are no plans for building as 
et. 
‘ Over 600 elementary school children reg- 
istered in the summer junior reading club 
and 40 in the older reading group at the 
Lake Charles Public Library. Educational 
movies were shown each week to each of the 
groups in the new Audio-Visual Depart- 
ment. “Vacation month” was the theme for 
the library displays which have included ex- 
hibits of items made by foreign craftsmen 
loaned by local townspeople who acquired 
these while abroad. 

Miss Edna Barrios, Lockport Branch As- 
sistant, Lafourche Parish Library, was the 
proud recipient of the Lockport Lions’ Club 
Achievement Award. New Board members 
in Lafourche include Mr. Joe Price, Jr., 
Raceland, and Mr. T. M. Barker, Lockport 
(ex-officio). The new Lafourche Bookmobile 
is on order and delivery is expected by the 
end of the year. 480 parish children re- 
ceived certificates for reading ten books for 
the “Happy Birthday Reading Program,” a 


means of celebrating the library's tenth an- 
niversary. 178 teen-agers completed require- 
ments for the Young Adults program. 

The Iberia Parish Library had four story 
hours scheduled this summer, including a 
30 minute weekly radio program. Mrs. 
Dorothy Selby has replaced Miss Virginia 
Lee Minvielle, resigned, as New Iberia 
Branch Assistant. Miss Mary Brand, Book- 
mobile assistant, attended LSU Library 
School this summer. Dr. Ben Kaplan of 
SLI reviewed his book ‘The Eternal Stran- 
ger’ at the New Iberia Branch in the spring. 
1000 parish children received reading cer- 
tificates this summer. 

The Northeastern Librarians Group with 
Miss Elizabeth Cammack as President, met 
at the Morehouse Parish Library in Bastrop 
on October 4th. Mrs. Edith Atkinson of 
the Louisiana State Library was the featured 
speaker of the morning meeting, talking on 
Louisiana materials. At the luncheon, the 
Reverend Richard C. Cook, Episcopal rector 
of Bastrop, showed slides and talked on a 
recent trip to Europe. Two members of the 
Ouachita Parish Library Staff, Mrs. J. B. 
Landreaux and Mrs. William W. Wilson, 
led the assistants in a discussion on current 
books. 

The election for the renewal of the De- 
Soto Parish Library tax for another five 
years was held June 11. The two mill tax 
passed with the largest vote in favor of it, 
both in popular and property vote. The 
popular vote was 22 to 1 in favor, and the 
property vote was 41 to 1 in favor. This 
is to be compared with a popular and prop- 
erty vote of 2 to 1 in favor in the first elec- 
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tion in 1942. For the first time in any of 
the three elections, the library tax carried in 
both popular and property vote in every one 
of the 27 precincts. At the precinct in Stone- 
wall, no vote has ever been cast against 
the library. 

Members of the Concordia Parish Library 
Staff who attended the In-Service training 
course in St. Joseph taught by Miss Norris 
McClellan of the LSU Library School were 
Mrs. Julia Knight, Mrs. Evelyn Clayton, 
Mrs. R. B. Speed, Mrs. Claude Reeves and 
Mrs. Charles Yancey. The group enjoyed 
the fellowship with members of other li- 
brary staffs as well as the course. 

The Caldwell Parish Library will hold its 
second annual Art Festival in Columbia on 
October 12. Featured speakers on the pro- 
gram will be Dr. Garland Taylor, Director 
of Libraries, Tulane University, and Mr. 
John Chase, Cartoonist, New Orleans States. 
Mrs. O. N. Reynolds, Board Member, and 
Miss Willie Mae Seab, Librarian, serve as 
co-chairman of the combined art show and 
program. 

Four members of the Catahoula Parish 
Library Staff who attended the In-Service 
class in Jena were Mrs. Doretta Boothe, 
Mrs. Hester Wilson, Mrs. Clayton Smith, 
and Miss Lula Routon. Three part-time 
workers also attended. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Helen Kendall) 
Cooke of Lake Charles have a baby boy, 
Gordon Glenn, born May 18. Mrs. Cooke 
is a former member of the Calcasieu Library 
Staff. Mrs. Mary Ruth Crawford is now 
in charge of the Headquarters Branch in 
Lake Charles. She was formerly in charge 
of circulation at Lake Charles Public. Miss 
Charlotte Holbrook spent six weeks on a 
European tour. The DeQuincy Branch build- 
ing should be ready for occupancy in Oc- 
tober. The lot for the 1958 new branch 
building, Maplewood, has been purchased. 
A new branch, Moss Bluff, is to be opened 
November ist. Mrs. James O. White will 
be the Branch assistant. 

Exciting news in Caddo Parish is that 
bookmobile service will begin Jan. 1, 1958. 
The Police Jury has accepted the loan of two 
bookmobiles from the State Library for a 
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one year Demonstration. The two units will 
serve approximately 30,000 Negro and white 
persons currently without service. The Gene- 
alogy Department of Shreve Memorial re- 
ports that an average of 100 persons use 
the material each month and both Gene- 
alogical Societies hold monthly meetings 
there. The Shreve staff has been busy making 
book reviews at various clubs. Miss Marga- 
ret Lewis and Mrs. Jean Elliott gave a 
joint review on Impression in the Monmartre 
at the Barksdale Officers Wives Club. Miss 
Mary Ann Arnold was guest reviewer for 
the Business Women of the YWCA. Miss 
Inez Boone, Librarian, and Miss Virginia 
Walker attended the ALA Convention in 
Kansas City. Mrs. Ivy Hardin has joined 
the Shreve staff as Branch supervisor. She 
was formerly with the Kanawha County Pub- 
lic Library at Charleston, West Virginia. 
Miss Ethelyn Cousin has returned as Teen 
Corner Librarian. Ethelyn left Shreve in 
1954 to teach school but returns to the 
position left vacant by Mrs. Mary Randall’s 
resignation. Miss Rosarina Fontenot, Chil- 
dren’s Librarian, became Mrs. John Eichler 
on August 24. Mrs. Hardin, Mrs. Evelyn 
Moss, and Miss Mary Louise Rowe attended 
a Book Mending Demonstration September 
18th at Northeast Louisiana State College. 





SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Executive Board of the Southwest- 
ern Library Association has authorized 
the award of a $750 scholarship for at- 
tendance at an accredited library school 
during the year 1958-59. The scholar- 
ship will be awarded to some individual 
in the region embraced by SWLA, either 
a young recruit to librarianship or some- 
one now in library work in the region. 


Interested Louisianians should apply to 
Miss Frances L. Moak, SWLA Recruit- 
ment-Scholarship Committee, Education 
Library, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge 3, Louisiana. Deadline for 
applications has been set for March 15, 
1958. 
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Membership List 


(The names of the following LLA members 
were received after the summer issue of the Bul- 
letin went to press.) 


SUSTAINING MEMBERS— 


Jenkins Book Company, 740 St. 
nue, New Orleans 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS— 

Jenkins Book Company, 740 St. Charles Ave- 
nue, New Orleans 

Webster Parish Library, Minden 
CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS— 


Jenkins, Mr. Harry M., Owner, Jenkins Book 
Company, New Orleans 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS— 

Bennett, Miss Peggy, Assistant Librarian, Ter- 
rebonne Parish Library, Houma 

Boyer, J. C., Jr., Trustee, St. Charles Parish 
Library, Hahnville 

Causey, Mr. G. C., Trustee, Webster Parish 
Library, Minden 

Clark, Mrs. Jennie Beth, 
Library School, Baton Rouge 

Crouse, Miss Lilliam Ernestine, Sr. Librarian, 
L.S.U. Library, Baton Rouge 

Delatte, Norbert J., Librarian, St. James High 
School, St. James 

Fry, Miss Helen E., Staff Librarian, Special 


Charles Ave- 


Librarian, L.S.U. 


Services Section, Hq., Fourth U. S. Army, Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas 

Herman, Mr. Lester H., Trustee, St. Charles 
Parish Library, Hahnville 

Holland, Mr. C. O., Trustee, Webster Parish 
Library, Minden 

James, Mrs. Jewel, Librarian, Springhill High 
School, Springhill 

Landeche, Mr. L. T., Trustee, St. Charles Par- 
ish Library, Hahnville 

McClellan, Miss Norris, Assoc. 
L.S.U. Library School, Baton Rouge 

McCormick, Mr. L. L., Trustee, St. Charles 
Parish Library, Hahnville 

Miller, Mr. Paul L., Trustee, Webster Parish 
Library, Minden 

Olsen, Miss May, Chemistry Librarian, L.S.U. 
Library, Baton Rouge 

Reed, Miss Emily W., Librarian, Rapides Par- 
ish Library, Alexandria 

Relimpio, Mr. V. G., Trustee, St. 
Parish Library, Hahnville 

Roberts, Mr. Willard, Trustee, Webster Parish 
Library, Minden 

Stewart, Mr. Dan, Jr., Trustee, Webster Parish 
Library, Minden 

Tinney, Mr. W. J., Trustee, St. Charles Parish 
Library, Hahnville 

Whisenant, Mrs. Oliver M., Librarian, Doy- 
line High School, Doyline 


Professor, 


Charles 


Standing Committees 1957-58 


Adult Education 


Chairman, Mrs. Margaret W. Walsworth, 
Vermilion Parish Library, Abbeville 
(1957-58) 

Mrs. Mildred Tyner, East Baton Rouge 
Parish Library, Baton Rouge (1959-60) 

Mrs. Lola Cooper Gates, Oakdale (1958-59) 

Ruth Renaud, New Orleans Public Library, 
New Orleans (1959-60) 

Auditing 

Chairman, Irene Belanger, New Iberia High 
School Library, New Iberia (1957-58) 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Hillman, Lockport High 
School Library, Lockport (1957-58) 


Nina Winstead, Franklin High School Li- 
brary, Franklin (1957-58) 


FALL, 1957 


Constitution, By-Laws, and Manual 


Chairman, Peggy Harper, LSU Law Library, 
Baton Rouge, ex-officio (1957-58) 

Mrs. Margaret T. Lane, Recorder of Docu- 
ments, Secretary of State’s Office, Baton 
Rouge (1958-59) 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, U. S. Dept. of Agr. 
Library, New Orleans Branch (1957-58) 
ex-officio 

W. Dosite Postell, LSU School of Medicine, 
New Orleans (1957-58) 

T. N. McMullan, LSU Library, Baton Rouge 
(1958-59) 


Federal Relations 


Chairman, Sallie Farrell, Louisiana State 
Library, Baton Rouge (1957-58) 
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THE 
JBC 


BOOK ORDERS—our specialty, public and school libraries 
MULTIPLE LIBRARY ORDER FORMS—supplied free to cus- 


tomers 


REINFORCED PUBLISHERS' BINDINGS—write us for in- 
formation on children's books issued by the original pub- 
lisher in library binding, making prebinding unnecessary. 


THE JENKINS BOOK CO. 


Wholesale Booksellers 


740 St. Charles — New Orleans 











DOUBLEDAY BOOKS 
JUNIOR LITERARY GUILD BOOKS 
REAL BOOKS  PRE-BOUND JUVENILES 


and a world of other good books for 
School and Public Libraries 


HARRY M. JENKINS 


740 St. CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


representing 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, Inc. 


Institutional Department 


GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 
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Dr. Essae M. Culver, Louisiana State Li- 
brary, Baton Rouge (ex-officio) 

Kate Wallach, LSU Law Library, Baton 
Rouge (1959-60) 


Intellectual Freedom 


Chairman, Dr. Elmer D. Johnson, Stephens 
Memorial Library, SLI, Lafayette (1957- 
58) 

George Rose Ferguson, Beauregard Parish 
Library, DeRidder (1957-58) 

Paul C. Phelps, Tangipahoa Parish Library, 
Amite (1958-59) 

Mary Alice Hebert, Head, Books and Libra- 
ries Dept. LSU, Baton Rouge (1958-59) 

Emily A. Blomquist, Northeast La. State 
College, Monroe (1958-59) 


Legislation 


Chairman, Sammy A. Dyson, Louisiana Col- 
lege, Pineville (1959-60) 

Jennie Beth Clark, LSU Library, Baton 
Rouge (1960-61) 

Mrs. James M. Holloway, Pointe Coupee 
Parish Library, New Roads (1960-61) 





James Madison, Morehouse Parish Library 
Board, Bastrop (1957-58) 

Lucille A. Arceneaux, Lafayette Parish Li- 
brary, Lafayette (1958-59) 


Louisiana Literary Award 


Chairman, Frances V. Flanders, Ouachita 
Parish Library, Monroe (1959-60) 

Mrs. Edith T. Atkinson, Louisiana State 
Library, Baton Rouge (1958-59) 

Dr. Garland F. Taylor, Howard-Tilton Me- 
morial Library, Tulane, New Orleans 
(1957-58) 

Richard Klenk, LSU Library, Baton Rouge 
(1959-60) 

Marie J. Mamalakis, Stephens Memorial Li- 
brary, SLI, Lafayette (1959-60) 


Membership Committee 


Chairman, Ruby Hanks, Winn Parish Li- 
brary, Winnfield (1959-60) 

Mrs. Maud Merritt Bentrup, Northeast La. 
State College, Monroe (1959-60) 

Overy Trahan, Winn Parish Library Board, 
Winnfield (1958-59) 








COLLIER’S ENCYCLOPEDIA 


The Preference in Reference 


DURABLY BOUND FOR CONSTANT USE 
IN BLACK LIBRARY ART BUCKRAM 


Recommended for high school, college and 
university — public libraries and home use. 


Louisiana Educational Representative: 


HARRY M. JENKINS 


740 St. Charles Ave. 


New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
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Clara Haupt, Terrebonne Parish Library, 

Houma (1959-60) 

Alice Clay, Sunset High School, Sunset 
(1958-59) 

Marion Taylor, Webster Parish Library, 
Minden (1958-59) 

Modisette Award 

Chairman, S. Metella Williams, LSU Library 
School, Baton Rouge (1958-59) 

Jane A. Davies, Union Producing Company, 
Shreveport (1958-59) 

Robbie Crane, Lakeshore Junior 
School, Shreveport (1957-58) 
Mary Ellen Tilley, St. Mary Parish Library, 

Franklin (1957-58) 
Lucie Mae Bishop, Southeastern La. College, 
Hammond (1958-59) 



















High 


Modisette Award— 
Sub-Committee for Trustees 


Chairman, Mary Ellen Tilley, St. Mary Par- 
ish Library, Franklin (1957-58) 

Don T. Caffery, St. Mary Parish Library, 
Franklin (1958-59) 


Ida E. Raulins, La. State Library, Baton 
Rouge (1958-59) 

Carrie Dee Drew, Ouachita Parish Library | 
Board, Monroe (1957-58) . 


Elizabeth Cammack, East Carroll Parish Li- § cy 
brary, Lake Providence (1957-58) 


Nominating Committee Mi 


Chairman, Mrs. Lena Y. deGrummond, M: 
Supervisor of School Libraries, La. Dept. 


of Education, Baton Rouge (1957-58) Gh 
Anna Davis, Southeastern Louisiana College | 
Library, Hammond (1957-58) M 


Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, Lake Charles High 
School, Lake Charles (1957-58) 





Public Relations Committee 


Chairman, Ex-Officio, Agnes Ruby Clark, 
Natchitoches High School (1959-60) 
Mary Ann Arnold, Shreve Memorial Library, 
Shreveport (1959-60) 

Emily Spencer, Calcasieu Parish Library, 
Lake Charles (1958-59) 

Alleen S. Thompson, Rapides Parish Library, y 
Alexandria (1957-58) 
























NEW MELMONT PUBLICATIONS FOR 1957 
Net 

Library Binding 
8S | ae Mooloo, The Calf 1.75 
SEER The Little Indian Basket Maker 2.25 
SERRE Pe Policemen 1.75: 
STFS ERE pa ees Good Citizens — Good Neighbors 1.75 
HASTINGS. 00000... Postmen 1.75 
a The Biggest Pine Tree 2.00 
HEFFLEFINGER..................... Firemen 1.75 
HUNTINGTON ....00oooo. At the Service Station 1.75 
et The Tractor on the Farm 1.75 
ii useiniiteshovibeecisnunetie A Day with Honau, A Hopi Indian Boy 2.00 
i re A Day with Poli, A Hopi Indian Girl 2.00 
eT Insects —- Indoors and Out 2.00 
SID ccesiesdonssiensnsioavlonedad Behind the Scenes in a Super Market 1.75 
ES The Avocado Industry 1.75 

Distributed Through 
CARL J. LEIBEL, INC. 
1236 South Hatcher Ave. 
PUENTE, CALIFORNIA 
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A. L. Layton, Research Dept. Library, 
United Gas Corporation, Shreveport 
(1958-59) 

Recruiting 


Chairman, Jean Royston, Sulphur Junior 
High School, Sulphur (1958-59) 

Margie Ruth Lynch, Vernon Parish Demon- 
stration, Leesville (1957-58) 

Mrs. Charlotte C. Gaylord, St. Charles Par- 
ish Library, Hahnville (1958-59) 

Charlotte Holbrook, Calcasieu Parish Li- 
brary, Lake Charles (1958-59) 

Mrs. Edith F. Hill, LSU Library, Baton 
Rouge (1959-60) 


Scholarship 


Chairman, Mrs. Marguerite M. Hanchey, 
LSU Library, Baton Rouge (1957-58) 
Joseph S. Horan, Louisiana Dept. of Com- 
merce and Industry Library, Baton Rouge 

(1957-58) 
Clara S$. Haupt, Terrebonne Parish Library, 
Houma (1958-59) 





Mrs. Verlyn C. Sanders, California Com- 
pany, New Orleans (1958-59) 

Dr. Shirley Stephenson, LSU Library School, 
Baton Rouge (1959-60) 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, Southern Regional 
Research’ Library, New Orleans Branch 
(1959-60) 


State Planning 


Chairman, Dr. Sidney B. Smith, LSU Li- 
brary, Baton Rouge (1958-59) 

Mrs. Pauline J. Parker, Pineville High 
School, Pineville (1958-59) 

Miss Loma Knighten, Stephens Memorial 
Library, SLI, Lafayette (1959-60) 
John Andreassen, CL Records, Secretary of 
State's Office, Baton Rouge (1959-60) 
Sallie Farrell, Louisiana State Library, Baton 
Rouge (1959-60) 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, U. S. Dept. of Agr. 
Library, N. O. Branch, New Orleans 
(1959-60) 








IN EVERY 
BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOK 


And there's a sound economic reason 
why BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND PREBOUND 
BOOKS should be your FIRST CHOICE 
in Juveniles. 

+ 


Over 16000 titles most for immediate 
delivery. Send for catalog and descriptive 
literature. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND” PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 








"Professional 
EGeoagnt 


GAYLORD 
PLASTIC 
LETTERS 


Ideal for displays, signs, 
identifying book shelving. 
Variety of sizes, styles, colors. 
Non-brittle. Low cost. Write 
for prices and samples. 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. | 


Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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(all members are ex-officio) 


Mrs. Lena Y. deGrummond, State Su- 
pervisor of School Libraries, Baton 


Rouge 

Dr. Essae M. Culver, Louisiana State 
Library 

Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Louisiana 


State University Library School 

Mrs. Ruth C. Reedy, Lake Charles High 
School (past president) 

Loma Knighten, Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute, Lafayette 

Mrs. Monnie T. Cheves, Natchitoches 
Elementary School 

Mrs. Lucile Y. Campbell, DeSoto Par- 
ish Library, Mansfield 

Mr. Charles G. Smither, New Orleans 
(representing Trustees’ section) 


Colonial 
Book 


Service 


Specialists in supplying the 
out-of-print books as listed 
in all Library Indices 
(Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; 
Standard; Fiction; Biog- 
raphy; Lamont Catalogue; 
Speech, etc. . . .) 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 


Special Committees 1957-58 


Scholarship Committee’s Advisory Group 


Union Catalog of Louisiana Materials Com- 


mittee 


Chairman, Norma Durand, Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, Lafayette 

Cecile M. Judice, Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute, Lafayette 

Debora R. Abramson, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge 

Margaret Ruckett, New Orleans Public 
Library 

Betty A. Maihles, Tulane University, 
New Orleans 

Olive C. Roberts, Northwestern State 
College 

George Guidry, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Library, Baton Rouge 


Indexing of Louisiana Magazines— 


1, 


6. 


Mrs. Edith T. Atkinson, 
Louisiana State Library 


Mrs. Dorothy J. Lawton, Tulane Uni- 
versity, New Orleans, La. 


Chairman, 


Lucy B. Foote, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Library, Baton Rouge 

Dr. Eugene P. Watson, Northwestern 
State College, Natchitoches 

Mrs. Thesta Ann Hogan, Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute, Ruston 

Mary Ellen Tilley, St. Mary Parish Li- 
brary, Franklin 

Mrs. James M. Holloway, Pointe Coupee 
Parish Library, New Roads 


State Documents Distribution Act— 


a. 


Chairman, Peggy Harper, Louisiana 
State University Law Library 

Mrs. Edith T. Atkinson, Louisiana State 
Library, Baton Rouge 

Mrs. Sybil Yates Farr, 
School, Baton Rouge 


Istrouma High 


Anna Davis, Southeastern Louisiana Col- 
lege, Hammond 

Mrs. Thelma Dixon, Washington Parish 
Library, Franklinton 
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6. Mrs. Ellen Tilger, New Orleans Public 
Library, New Orleans 


7. Mrs. Margaret T. Lane, Office of Secre- 
tary of State of Louisiana, Baton 
Rouge (ex-officio) 


Interlibrary Loan Code for Louisiana Li- 
braries 


1. Dr. Eugene Watson, Chairman, North- 
western State College 


a 


Mr. James Dyson, Loyola University, 
New Orleans 

Mrs. Anne Jane Dyson, Louisiana State 
University Library 

Ida Elizabeth Raulins, Louisiana State 
Library 

Ruth Renaud, New Orleans Public Li- 
brary 


Betty Mailhes, Tulane University, New 
Orleans 


Convention Committees 1957-58 


Inez Boone, Chairman 

Ivy Hardin, Commercial Exhibits 
Jane Davies, Hospitality 

Jean Elliott, Professional Ex. 
Shirley Stephenson, Program 
Dorothy Hanks, Registration 
George Davis, Resolution 


CONVENTION PUBLICITY & PUBLIC RE-' 


LATIONS— 


1. Mary Ann Arnold 
2. Doris Brett 
3. Frances Dougherty 


COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS— 


1. Ivy Hardin 
2. Fern Turner 
3. Roberta Crane 
4. Sue Hefley 
5. Alice Alben 


PROFESSIONAL EXHIBIT— 
1. Jean Elliot 
2. Gloria Monk 
3. Mrs. Ella Mae Spence 
HOSPITALITY— 


1. Jane Davies 


wa bh Ww WN 


Elizabeth Williams 
Mrs. Helen Woods 
Mrs. Marvin Bass 
Margaret Lewis 
Frances Fooks 


REGISTRATION— 


Ww bh Ww nN = 


Dorothy Hanks 

Ruby Moore 

Mrs. Lucille Tindol 
Mrs. Geraldine Garner 
Virginia Walker 


Rosanna Fontenot 


PROGRAM-— 


A & Ww N = 


Shirley Stephenson 
Sidney B. Smith 
Elizabeth Tarver 
Mrs. J. M. Holloway 
Dorothy Nickey 


6. Mrs. Crawford Young 


RESOLUTION— 


a 
a 


George Davis 
Marion Taylor 


3. A. L. Layton 
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Index to “Volume Cowenty 


A. L. A. List of Notable Books, 
Arnold 


Arceneaux, Lucille: 
Bulletin 


Arnold, Len: A. L. A. List of Notable Books 
Bennett, Julia: The Library Services Act . 

Boone, Inez: Minutes of the Executive Board 
Gilbert W.: National 


by Len 


Financial — of the 


Chapman, 
Week 


Clark, Mrs. C. C: Why Libraries ? 
Cloud, Gould H.: A Key to Progress 
Convention Resolutions 


Library 


Cormier, Evelyn: Membership List ....139, 1 
Culver, Essae M.: Federal Aid to Libraries 
A Different Valor, by Gilbert Eaton Govan 


Role of U S 1 S Libraries 
Offices in Cultural Inter- 


Dudgeon, Lucile: 
and Cultural 
change 


Edmonds, Cecil: eben ie ; 
Federal Aid to Libraries, by Essae M. Culver 
Ferguson, George Ross: Treasurer’s Report 
Financial Report of the Bulletin, by Lucille 
Arceneaux 
Gifts and Exchanges, by Caroline Paddock 
Good Books in Louisiana Public Libraries, 
by Leroy Charles Merritt 
Govan, Gilbert Eaton: A Different Valor 
Government Documents in Louisiana Libra- 
ries, by J. E. Uhler, Jr. 11 
Hanchey, Margaret: L. L. A. Scholarship 
Fund 43, 86 
James, Katherine: Louisiana Jaycees and Op- 
eration Library : 134 
James, Katherine: News from the State Li- 
brary ; 42 
A Key to Progress, by Gould H. Cloud. 75 
Klaus, Brunette (Picture) 105 
Librarian on the Hospital Team, by Helen 
x. Sant - ere) 
Library Association Quarterlies, “by Marco 
Thorne .... ; 182 
Library Services Act, by Julia Bennett 178 
Louisiana Is Waking Up Now, by J. O. 
Modisette ¥ .. 181 
Louisiana Documents, by Ellen R. Tilger. 123 
Louisiana Jaycees and Operation Library, by 
Katherine B. James 134 
L. L. A. Advisory Council 82 
Budget, 1957 106 
Committee Reports 135 
Convention, 1957 62, 84 
Convention, 1958 .  oscw & Os fine 
Membership List 139, 195 
Scholarship Fund . 48, 86 
Louisiana School Libraries paarelieaa's eee 
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Louisiana State a News, by Katherine 
James 


McMullan, T. N.: President's Page 112, 160 

Membership List, by Evelyn Cormier .. 139, 195 

Merritt, Leroy Charles: Good Books in Lou- 
isiana Public Libraries . 

Mims, Dr. Mary (Picture) 

Minutes of the Executive Board 

The Modisette Award . .88, 90, 105 

Modisette, J. O.: Louisiana Is Waking Up 


National netted Week, Py Gilbert W. Chap- 
man 


News on File, ~ Marie Mamalakis 

Operation Library, by Cecil Edmonds ..... 130 
Over the Charging Desk 43, 90 
Paddock, Caroline: Gifts and Exchanges.... 127% 
Past President’s Report, by Ruth Clark Reedy 6 
Past President’s Report, by Dorothy B. Skau 1617 
Peterson, Edith: Public Library News 44, 95, 189% 
Powell, Lawrence Clark: Through the 

Burning Glass ... 

President's Page, by T. N. McMullan . 
President’s Page, by Dorothy B. Skau . 4, 68 
Public Library News, by Edith Peterson . .44, 95 
Reedy, Ruth Clark, Past President's Report . . 4 
Role of the U S I S Libraries, 
by Lucile Dudgeon ; 
Sanders, Verlyn: Special Libraries > a 
Sigler, Estelle: W. E. S. Library, 

Processing Procedures ; 42 
Skau, Dorothy: President's Page 
Skau, Dorothy: Past President’s Report 
Skelton, A. G.: W. E. S. Library, 

Research Center Library 
Special Libraries, by Verlyn Sanders : 
Spivey, Marie: W. E. S. Library, References 

and Bibliographical Techniques 
Tanner, W. B.: W. E. S. Library, 

Mission & Function 
Thomas, Joy: W. E. S. Library, 

Circulation Activities 
Thorne, Marco: Library Quarterlies, 

Some Facts 
Through the Burning Glass, 

by Lawrence Clark Powell 
Tilger, Ellen R.: Louisiana Documents 
Treasurer's — by George Ross Ferguson 
Uhler, J. E., Jr.: Government Documents 

in Louisiana Libraries eo 
Waterways Experiment Station Library 
Webster Parish Library, 

Modisette Award Winner .. Sones 
Why Libraries?, by Mrs. C. C. Clark ... 
Yast, Helen T.: Librarian on the 

Hospital Team 


112, 160% 
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